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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Everds, Marty ‘Crowell 
LIONEL, THE LAZY LION 8x6; Cloth; $2.50 


Lionel was a circus lion and the bane of his keeper's existence. Lazy, 
spoiled, Lionel kept Mr. Toast busy feeding, washing, and tending him until the poor 
man was hospital-bound. Mr. Toast's salvation and Lionel's redemption is brought about 
by the keeper's understanding of the true nature of his charge. Outside of the fact 
that the author's interpretation of the ieonine nature--"Lions are nothing but great 
big babies"--is somewhat debatable, this story should appeal to the child who is, him- 
self, learning responsibility. Marty Everds' menagerie is whimsically portrayed by 
her stylized illustrations. (3/15. LC:60-6253) 


Daugherty, Charles M. Viking 
WISHER 8x10; Cloth; $2.50 


Wisher is a tortoise shell cat. And like many other young animals, he has 
not quite developed a sense of himself. Consequently, Wisher spends entirely too much 
time worrying and wishing that he were something else--a butterfly, a fish, anything 
but a cat. Wisher's dream turns into a nightmare when he imagines himself a fish, and 
after an agonizing night, he awakes delighted to be just an ordinary cat. James 
Daugherty's highly designed illustrations add zest to this simple story which reflects 
the workings of many a young mind. (3/18) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Smith, William Jay Dutton 
TYPEWRITER TOWN $2.95 


The fascination every small child has for the clack-clack of typewriter keys 
gives a starting interest to the fanciful rhymed poems dealing with the people, the 
animals and the odd creatures of Typewriter Town. William Jay uses his machine in his 
own fashion, devising a retinue of characters, creations of his fastidious peckings. 

A gimmick, but one well executed and reads -rith easy fluency. (3/25. LC:60-6010) 
; y 


Kuskin, Karle Harper 
SQUARE AS A HOUSE 8x9; Reg. $2.50, Lib; $2.57 


Karla (Which Horse is William) introduces the young child to the world of 
shape, color, sound, temperament, texture, shade by means of a fanciful question: “If 
you could be round, fat, dark, loud, etc.,what would you be?” Abstract distinctions 
are concretely presented by means of her playful text, and further illustrated with 
her descriptive but decorative pictures. A good choice for the young and curious though 
the pictures here seem somewhat bland in terms of color. (3/30. LC:60-5783) 


Berg, Leila Roy 
FOURTEEN WHAT-DO-YOU-KNOW STORIES $2.75 
These fourteen stories about animals reveal the world of natural history to 
the young child in a manner both charming and enlightening. Leila Berg uses fantasy 
and carefully polished language to create an atmosphere of such humor and grace, that 
the child will absorb facts about animals as he learns sympathy for them and their 
peculiar attributes. Illustrated by Stanley Jackson in black and white. (3/7.LC:59-15311) 
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Gay, Zhenya Viking 
THE NICEST TIME OF YEAR 10x7 5/8; Cloth; $2.00 


This is the story of spring and of the birth that occurs with that season. By 
means of illustrations, fresh with green, the young reader is introduced to various species 
in their natural habitat, and to their young. A pleasant visyal introduction to nature 
study with a simple, easy-to-remember text. By the author of Small One and What's Your 
Name? (3/18) 


Godden, Rummer , Viking 
CANDY FLOSS 94x6 3/8; Cloth; $2.50 


* This is the story of crime and redemption and revolves about a very spoiled 
little girl and a doll named "Candy Floss." The little tyrant is unused to being denied 
anything, and when Candy Floss' owner, the man who runs the coconut pitching stall in the 
carnival, refuses her the doll, she simply takes it. Disaster follows disaster for the 
doll, the coconut man, and the little girl, until,abashed at her own recklessness, she is 
humbled, thereby endowing the story with a happy ending. Rumer Godden, the author of The 
Story of Holly and Ivy and other books for children and adults writes with charm and whimsy, 
and me ry ry Ames' lyrical colored illustrations add a winsome visual dimension to the book. 
JIG. 3/1 


EASY READING 


Agnew, Edith Friendship Press 
LARRY Cloth $2.95; Paper $1.50 


An approach to responsibility, with only slight undertones of religion as a 
factor, in a story of two small boys- second graders- and a situation that carries real 
appeal. Larry's grandmother had been an early settler in Oklahoma; she had gone to an 
Osage Indian mission school; and she loaned Larry and his Osage friend, Chesty, a box of © 


rare Indian arrows for a school exhibit. What happens when the most valuable arrow of ail 
is lost - and Larry's internal struggle to confess his fault- provides a story with a 
lesson that is handled in matter of fact, realistic fashion. (4/28) 


Hall, Natalie Viking 
THE WORLD IN A CITY BLOCK 10x7; Cloth; $2.50 


Nine-year-old Nick feels forlorn after his older brother has left their familiar 
New York City block to join the Merchant Marine. Nick, too, would like to see the world. 
And see it he does, in a close look at his own neighbors--the Greek, Chinese, Italian, 
French, Swiss families--who make up this typical New York City street. A thoughtful text 
illustrated in red and black by the author, this is a winning invitation to appreciate the 
differences as well as the similarities of one's acquaintances. (3/18) 


Monath, Elizabeth Viking 
TOPPER AND THE GIANTS 9ix6 1/8; Cloth; $2.50 


Topper and his dachshund live in a small Alpine village. One day they make 
the acquaintance of a friendly giant, and discover that there are definite disadvantages 
in being large. An avalanche traps the giant in his cave, and it is only through the 
efforts of the nimble little boy and his pet that the old fellow is rescued. The author's 
black ars drawings are decorative and participate in the warm humored quality of the 
text. 3/25 


Stamm, Claus Viking 
THE VERY SPECIAL BADGERS- A Tale of Magic from Japan 84x10; “ape 
2.25 


* This is the ancient story of the war between two badger tribes, retold in simple 
but entertaining language. The badgers of this story are possessed of magic properties. © 
They are wily, guileful little creatures who delight in changing forms to the bedevilment of 
human beings and each other. The ultimate defeat of one tribe by another in a magnificent 
battle of ingenuity is illustrated in ink drawings by Kazue Mizumura in a style which is at 
once traditional and designed to provoke smiles from the modern western reader. (4/8) 
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Hogner, Nils Walck 
TANNY 10x8; Cloth $2.75 


Tanny, a baby deer, is orphaned and becomes the pet of a farmer. Mothered 
by a gentle young Shetland pony, the fawn grows up a creature of the barnyard. But 
one day Tanny ventures too far and is almost destroyed by a pack of hunting dogs. 
Saved, at the crucial moment, she is returned by the hunter to her pony friend, and 
though she still seeks the wild woods, does so within a safe proximity to her tame 
friends. Nils Hogner's gentle drawings reflect the sweet and gentle nature of his 
story. A tender tale based on an articulate sympathy with nature. (4/20. LC:60-6420) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Jacobs, Flora Gill | Coward-McCann 
| THE TOY SHOP MYSTERY $2.75 


Two children and a clever Siamese become involved in a burglary. The victim, 
Mr. Yodel, has been robbed. The motive, a precious jade and a secret. All seems a 
pretty hopeless until the cat exercises his feline curiosity and unearths the secret 
in Mr. Yodel's sweets. A midget mystery, well calculated to involve the very youngest 
"who-dunnit?" addicts. Illustrated by Chuck Gruen. (3/18. LC:60-6883) 


Vance, Marguerite Dutton 
JEPTHA AND THE NEW PEOPLE $2.50 


Jeptha, a nice little boy, though lonely since his father's death, is not 
quite prepared for the strange group which rents the house near his family in Maine. 
Besides John, a boy his age, with an English accent, there is a staff of servants, a 
beautiful actress, and a cheetah. Jeptha's involvement with the family finally leads 
to a marriage between his mother and John's father which promises to perpetuate the 
colorful and compassionate relationship between the two boys and the docile animal. 
Marguerite Vance captures the fascination a lonely child might feel for novel and gla- 
morous strangers in this cheerful and tender story. (3/31. LC:60-6008) 

Y 


Schaefer, Jack Houghton, Mifflin 
OLD RAMON $2.50 


For the young reader the combination of an old man, a boy, and a dog are 
almost irresistible, particularly when the old man is as wise and gentle as Old 
Ramon. In this story of a boy's apprenticeship with Ramon the shepherd, a dog is 
given as a present to the boy. When the dog dies protecting the flock against a 
wolf, he is grieved, but Ramon softens his loss with the promise of a new pet and 
the assurance that the dead animal has died valiantly. Basically the plot of this 
story consists of not much more than Ramon's reminiscences and an account of the | 
journey with the sheep, southwest toward the Mexican grazing lands. But it is account 
told with dignity and simple strength, a tale which will win the reader with its 
convincing depiction of a pastoral life and its tender portrayal of a natural and 
abiding friendship. (4/6. LC:60-5211) 


Wright, Anna Rose WW Houghton, Mifflin 
LAUGHING GULLS $2.50 





* For those readers delighted by the antics of the author's The Horse 
Marines, this is another book in which the river, the bay and boats act as a catalyst 
in the lives of a group of energetic children. In this case, the children, mainly 
natives and an occasional summer resident of good faith, conflict with the yacht club 
set. The society racers deplore the crafts of the local children and refuse to allow 
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them either on their beach or in their water. A race involving five sneakboxes and an 
outrigger canoe settles the issue in ea summer rich with human and nautical issues. Anna 
Rose Wright conjures up unusual but believable children and provides them with a bright 
background. A-delightful book, illustrated by Ursula Koering. (4/6. LC:60-6384) 


Christopher, Matt Little, Brown 
LONG STRETCH AT FIRST BASE $2.75 


* Young Bobby Jamison is determined that his older brother, Kirby, be chosen for 
the Grasshopper League All-Star team. So blinded is he by sibling loyalty that he refuses 
to acknowledge the fact that his brother's rival is better equipped for the post. Kirby 
and Bobby learn a good deal about baseball, but more, still, about integrity in this simply 
written but engrossing story of a game and its ardent young fans. A wholesome depiction of 


a healthy family, their problems, and their development, light but consistently sensible. 
(4/3. LC:60-5872) 


McNicol, Jacqueline M. Longmans, Green 
ELIZABETH FOR LINCOLN $2.50 


When Mr. Dorn, a publisher and ardent Lincoln supporter, enlists the aid of 
little Elizabeth in helping him to avert a disaster, she responds with enthusiasm mixed 
with fear. Studious by nature, Elizabeth detests handiwork, preferring books to the company 
of strangers or to conventional girl's interests. But when a crisis arises, Elizabeth plays 
a vital part in quelling an attempt of Lincoln's enemies to create a mass disaster, a role 
which demands that she function efficiently as a young lady and that she overcome her fear 
of strangers. A feminine adventure which dramatizes a crucial moment in Lincoln's life. 
Illustrated. (4/901LC:60-6705) 


Johnson, Margaret S. Morrow 
GAVIN $2.50 


This is the story of a Scottish Deerhound, the prize of a kind but aloof master, 
and of his love for Jack, a young boy, which remains unshaken through a series of tortuous 
ordeals. Gavin's escape from a New York State dude ranch leads him across the country to 
Wyoming. Despite the life he has lived with his friend, a female wolf, despite his ability 
to survive in the wilderness and his devotion to his task as watch dog on a Wyoming sheep 
ranch, he is haunted by a dim memory of Jack, with whom he is finally reunited. Mrs. Johnson 
writes often and competently about animals. Her story of an unusual dog flows easily from 
her understanding of the animal temperament and makes her use of coincidence and device per- 
fectly acceptable. Illustrated by the author in appealing black and white pictures. (3/16. 


Ladd, Elizabeth Morrow 
A FOX NAMED RUFUS 9x6; $2.75 


A marauding fox kills one of eleven-year-old Mary's ducks and the Maine farm 
girl vows revenge. But when the fox returns his visit to Mary's farm, he becomes her guest 
on a temporary basis. Torn by her desire to keep him as a curiosity and to sell him for 
money, Mary agonizes over her problem, but finally relinquishes him to the wild life for 
which he best is suited. An engrossing story which derives its interest from the straight- 
forward portrayal of the animal and human characters involved. (4/6. LC:60-5079) 


Jacobs, Joseph Roy 
CELTIC FAIRY TALES $3.00 


This is a one volume selection of a book originally published in 1892 in two 
volumes. Charming fairies and naughty trolis are brought alive by the lyrical prose of 
the narrative and by the black and white drawings of John Batten. Selected by Lucia Turnbull, 
this collection is a companion to Brenda Hughes New Guinea Folk Tales. (4/4. LC:59-15159) 
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Joy, Charles R. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN $3.50 


The region of} the Western Mediterranean is as heterogeneous as it is inter- 
esting. In this text, the author includes autobiographical sketches describing the 
life of children from ten regions--Tunisia, Malta, Sicily, Italy, France, Algeria, 
Morocco, Spain, Portugal, and Gibraltar. Stressing the different attitudes, customs, 
and temperaments of these places through the narratives of children, he dramatizes the 
nature of one of the most ancient and culturally rich parts of the world. Intimate 
and informal, this book by the author of many books on Africa is a companion to his 
Young People of the Eastern Mediterranean, (4/22. LC:60-5455) 


Nevil, Susan R. McKay 
THE BIBLICAL Z00 Cloth; $3.75 


This is the story of a very special zoo, the Jerusalem Zoo. Within its 
gardens are kept all those animals mentioned in the Bible. Susan Nevil, author of 
The Picture Story of the Middle East writes with informed familiarity of the zoo, 
integrating into her text, relevant portions from the Old Testament. A novel and 
stimulating impetus toward the textual study of the Bible. Illustrated with stylized 
colored pictures by the author. (3/7) 


Earle, Olive L. Morrow 
STATE TREES $2.50 


This book, a companion to the author's State Birds and Flowers, describes 
in detail the favorite trees of the fifty United States. Illustrated by the author, 
it provides accurate verbal and diagrammatic descriptions of the trees, the condi- 
tions they require, and the legends and folk lore which surround them. An illuminating 
compendium, State Trees invites the young reader to learn by looking about him with an 
informed curiosity. (4/6. LC:60-5188) 


Ripper, Charles Morrow 
GROUND BIRDS $2.50 


This is a book about birds who live primarily on the ground or close to it. 
There are owls that burrow, the western road runner who eats baby rattlesnakes and 
lizzards and lives in low bushes, the woodcock of the bogs and swamps, the penguins 
of the snowy shore. Realistically illustrated by the author, this is an amusing and ; 
i ge book which should have a strong appeal to junior bird watchers. (4/6. 
LC: 60-5031 


Seotin, Laura Putnam 
LET'S GO TO THE CIRCUS $1.95 4 


An introduction to the big ring, this text explains in simple language the 
composite parts that go to make up the show. Although all the information is here, 
the allure of the circus is somehow absent, nor does Laura Scotin capture the magic 
that makes all the details she enumerates worthwhile. Let's Go to the Circus is a 
didactic exigesis. For real enjoyment an actual trip is suggested. Illustrated by 
Joseph Cellini in two colors. (47? LC:60-5643) 


Lynch, Patrick ? St. Martin's Press 
FROM THE CAVE TO THE CITY $2.95 


The momentum of the initial discovery that food could be planted and harvested, 
clothes made, and fire evoked at will, must stagger the imagination of the thoughtful. 
Yet these discoveries, so much taken for granted by the modern man, are at the base of 
his civilization. In this text, the author ranges from the advent of man to early Egypt. 
He scans the various primary aspects of social, economic, political, physical, and re- 
ligious life showing the will which was required of early man in order to lay a ground- 
work for our contemporary life. David Chalmers' illustrations do not particularly add 
vitality to the text, but serve adequately as purely illustrative material. (4/7. LC: 


59-13615 ) 
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Gray, Patsey Coward-McCann 
HORSE IN HER HEART $3.00 


Carol, the daughter of an Arizona rancher, stubbornly insists on breaking in © 
Skipper, a spirited pony. When a family of French race horse breeders send their daugh- 
ter to vacation with Carol's family, the two girls become devoted to one another, and when 
Carol suffers a concussion while riding Skipper, she is packed off to Europe to conva- 
lesce with the French family. Here Carol, exposed to different and more rigid values, 
grows up and accepts her own limitations so that, when she returns home, she is willing 
to put Skipper in the competent hands of a rancher. Through some adroit maneuvering Patsey 
Gray manages to combine a story of horses with a detailed travelogue of Paris and its 
suburbs. Illustrated by Sam Savitt, this two-purpose novel should appeal both to eques- 
trians and to travel enthusiasts. (4/11) 


Locke, Brent Coward-McCann 
THE MYSTERY OF THE VANISHING GREEN JAGUAR $2.75 


(Sports car enthusiasts take note: the jaguar in this case is not an automobile, 
but a bit of pre-Columbian jade sculpture in the form of the feline animal.) Around this 
objet d'art is drawn a story of three girls who visit a Gulf beach inn with their father 
and stumble upon their favorite game--a mystery. In attempting to relieve suspicion from 
an orphaned boy who has had one tangle with the law, they unearth the motive and the culprit 
in the case of the vanishing jade. Despite a solid mystery and all the atmospheric elements 
compatible with tales of suspense--hurricanes, pirate legends, intimations of ghosts--Brent 
Locke suffers from such stylistic difficulties as to render his ingredients ineffectual; he 
writes as though he believed that stories aimed at juvenile readers should be written as if 
by a child: "...Her black pony tail swaying and her bangs aslant in the Gulf wind..." or 
"On his angular shoulders was draped a none-too-clean white coat...Below that were faded 
jeans and a pair of blue sneakers..." Locke's words, placed side by side on the surface of 
the white paper scream for a more careful job of editing. (4/4. LC:60-6892) @ 


, John Day 
WILD IMP $3.50 


Fourteen-year-old Conal, an Irish immigrant, looks forward to his life on a 
Texas ranch. There, he not only will be able to implement his knowledge of horse training, 
a knowledge acquired in Ireland, but he also will be able to augment his family's income. 
Conal meets with sceptical resistance on the ranch until he proves that by humane treatment 
the most savage horse can be managed. Based on a true analysis of nineteenth century trends 
in horse training, this colorful story should appeal, primarily, to readers with an interest 
in animals, and particularly in the training and care of horses. Beulah Karney writes with 
sympathy of the Irish temperament. (4/14. LC:60-8728) 


Bishop, Claire Huchet Dodd, Mead 
FRENCH ROUNDABOUT $4.00 


* Two American junior high school students, a boy and a girl, win a contest en- 
titling them to a trip to France. Their trip is indeed an intensive one, on which they 
not only visit the major attractions of Paris but make visits to the other regions of that 
country, Normandy, Brittany, Provence, Alsace, etc. They also have the opportunity to 
visit with their contemporaries in schools and other typical situations. The author, a 
French woman, fills her book with unbiased comparisons between the French way and the American 
in areas of politics, economics, education, deportment, etc, Her text is warm with the en- 
thusiasm for France, its sounds, tastes and smells. For those who have lived in France, a 
nostalgic reflection, for those who have not yet visited her, a bright invitation. (4/4. 
LC: 60-6027 ) 


Karney, Beulah 


Olgin, Joseph Houghton Mifflin 
BACKCOURT ATOM $2.50 ® 


Shorty, an avid basketball player, deserves his nickname. He is no more than 
five foot one when he enters eighth grade, of vehement disposition, a vehemence which 
changes to antagonism when he is forced to switch schools and so forfeits his place on the 
team. His new schoolmates laugh at his athletic aspirations and respond to his aggressive- 
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ness with disdain, till Shorty realizes that the team is more important than any 
one individual, and learns to participate in a manner to which he best is suited. 
Good basketball detail and the sensitive treatment of a problem facing many boys of 
this age recommend this to pre-high school athletes. (3/21. LC:60-5212) 


Clark, Ann Nolan Viking 


WORLD SONG $2.75 

* Twelve-year-old Patrick Barrington suffers a double exile. He not only is 
isolated in a remote part of Costa Rica among aloof natives, far from his friends, 
his Chicago school mates; he is also painfully lonely for his grandfather, a white 
trader with whom Patrick has yearly visited in the Navajo country. Only the song 
of the yellow warbler relieves his sadness as he hears a tune last heard at his 
grandfather's, but now sung in the trees of Costa Rica where the birds have come to 
migrate. And there, deep in the jungle, Patrick meets the Bird Lady, queen of the 
birds, and through the song of the migrant creatures glimpses universality. A grip- 
ping story which combines poetry with realism in a unique way. (4/8) 5] 30 


Kendall, Carol Viking 
THE BIG SPLASH $3.00 


A group of children become involved in a community fund raising project. 
Their supervisor, a cunning young man, more interested in self than community en- 
richment spurs them on to collect an astronomical sum of money in exchange for which 
he will stake them to a float for the Charity parade. By wit and determination, 
they meet their sales quota, devise an ingenious ducking pond float which represents 
Puritan days, and convince their adult advisor to route the funds in the proper di- 
rection. A lively menagerie of boys and girls in perpetual activity are inventively 
portrayed by Carol Kendall and present a cheerful, believable story. (4/6) 4|i¥ 


Campbell, Rosemae Wells Westminster 
THE SPLIT ROCK MYSTERY $2.95 


Dick Weston does not anticipate, when he and his grandmother set off on a 
New England summer vacation, that he will shortly be involved in a maze of intrigue 
and domestic complexity. But when a difficult neighbor tries to cloud the boundaries 
of the Weston's property and does everything to drive them from their land, Dick and 
his local friends set: about trying to establish their land rights and end up recon- 
ciling the predatory and embittered neighbor to a sister whom he has loved and banished. 
Fast paced, the inclusion of surveying techniques adds a novel touch to this mystery. 
(4/11. LC:60-5619) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Weart, Edith L. Coward-McCann 
THE STORY OF YOUR BLOOD $3.00 


The vital role of blood is explored in this concise text. The composition 
of blood, the routes it travels, its tendencies, and its functions are clearly stated. 
A glossary containing terms related to blood appears in the back of this book which 
should provide a helpful supplement to class room study. oy LC: 60-6916) 


Pa 
Burt, Olive John Day 


SPACE MONKEY: The True Story of Mrs. Baker $2.50 


Eleven ounce Miss Baker, a tiny squirrel monkey, has traveled a long and 
hard route from her native jungle in Peru. Out of the need of naval scientists to 
establish the conditions under which man in space could survive was born the adventure 
of Miss Baker, a flight which took her into the arc of space and returned her to a 
spot 250 miles southeast of Puerto Rico. In this lively account of her role in the 
tight for space supremacy, Olive Burt not only describes the monkey, but goes into 
considerable technical detail regarding the motives and nature of the experiment in 
which she was involved. An accurate and humorous sidelight on America's strides 
toward spatial discovery. (4/7. LC:60-8698) 
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Caldwell, John C. John Dey 
LET'S VISIT THE WEST INDIES $2.95 


A compact and comprehensive introduction to the West Indies--the Antilles, not © 
to be confused with the U.S. Virgin Islands--this text invites the reader on a tour of 
America's most accessible tropical paradise. Controlled by Britain, France, and the 
Netherlands, these varied islands run from off the coast of Cuba to the coast of South 
America. Uncharted jungles and lavish pleasure beaches, waste land and fertility, are to 
be found in close proximity in the Antilles. John Caldwell distinguishes the islands, one 
from another, stressing not only their resources and histories, but allowing to each its 
particular charm. An efficient textbook supplement, Let's Visit the West Indies has the 
added dimension of a travelogue. Maps, photos, index. (3/24. LC:60-6865) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Donovan, Edward J. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
ADVENTURE ON GHOST RIVER $3.00 


Set in Northern Ontario, this is the story of two teen-aged boys, Cliff and Sam, 
and their effort to help Cliff's father establish and hold his mining claim. Shadowed and 
shadowing ruthless gangsters, this is a tale of vengeance and violence, with healthy inter- 
ludes of canoeing, cook-outs, etc. A junior version of the low level reader's escapism, 
this story has no literary pretensions, but does provide the teen-age reader with the 
vicarious experience of physical heroism against a background of wood, river, and rocks. 


(4/6. LC:60-5464 ) 


Lambert, Janet Dutton 
THE STARS HANG HIGH YY $2.95 e 


Another panel in the Jordon family saga- and reading about Suzie and Bitsy 
again, and coming up to date with poor, unstable Gwenn's tragedy makes one feel as though 
her stories on the level of the lower teens, against a background of army life; and at her 
worst when she attempts the somewhat dazzling atmosphere of the domestic circus afforded 
by this latest effort. Suzy keeps house for her army father, carries on a job, and keeps 
a horde of admirers in a turmoil (and of course is engaged before the story ends). Bitsy, 
her European years behind her, finds settling down at fifteen in an unfamiliar atmosphere 
very disturbing. But her admiration for Suzie, her fear of inheriting Gwenn's mental in- 
security, keep her at fever pitch in the uncertain years of adolescence, and growing up is 
a painful process. Their problems find ultimate, somewhat pat, solutions, Bitsy - approach- 
ing maturity- reaches up for a-moment to touch the stars, and the groundwork is laid for yet 
another sequel. This belongs in the league with Love Taps Gently, Friday's Child, A ream 
for Susan- romantic tripe, but the fans eat it up. (3/30./ 1C:60-6011) 


Note:- Occasionally a sharp difference of opinion about a book necessitates run- 
ning a second report. This may be merely a matter of individual response to a book; ora 
wholly different approach. Both factors are involved in relation to.... 


Bailey, Alice Cooper Longmans, Green 
THE HAWAIIAN BOX MYSTERY $3.25 


To this reader this book for the middle teens deserves attention on two specific 
counts:- one, that it is something of a relief to have the background and the cast of 
characters representative of the upper level, socially and economically, presented--, and 
a way of life other than the native peasant life shown as integral to Hawaii; two, that a @ 
psychological issue of a family situation is made of paramount importance, though the emo- 
tional values are superficial. Kay's father came from a four generation line of white 
settlers, plantation owners, living a luxurious life even though they had periods when 
agriculture and cattle raising suffered depressions. This story is set in just such a 
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period, though the acute reason stemmed back to a manager who was indulging in shady 
doings to recoup his racing losses. Kay's mother was a semi-invalid, who played up 
her invalidism to keep tight possession of her daughters. But in the course of this 
story, the oldest daughter breaks away-into matrimony; the third daughter has a 
chance to go to the States to study under a famous singer; and Kay, whose story this 
is- finds that she has mixed feelings about going on with her hoped-for study of 
landscape architecture in Switzerland; Hawaii, and a possible boy-interest in the 
offing, afford certain opportunities not to be ignored. The mystery of the title 
plays its part in helping solve the family problems, and a sometimes fortuitious 
succession of incidents brings new light on the mother's psychological twists. Kay 
has some quirks of her own that begin to unwind as the story gets under way. Deco- 
rations by Yukio Tashiro. (3/? LC:60-6703) 


Tompkins, Walker A. Macrae-Smith 
CQ GHOST SHIP _ $2.95 


Based on his own boyhood on the Washington Coast, this is a story of 
mystery and adventure as eighteen year old Tommy Rockford hunts down a vicious gang 
leader by means of a ham radio device. The author weaves together a very modern 
story of two fisted action with a more romantic and eerie tale of a demented beach- 
comber whose devotion to an early version of the wireless embroils him in a compli- 
cated criminal search. Walker Tompkins, an expert on ham radios, brings back the hero 
of SOS at Midnight in another dramatic exposure of his interesting and worthwhile 
hobby. (3/21. 1C:60-9185) 


Bennett, Eve Messner 
APRIL WEDDING $2.95 


* If any teen-ager contemplates early marriage after reading this extremely 
convincing description of adolescent impulsiveness and its ramifications, he will 
have achieved the status arrived at by the young couple in this book. When Jean and 
Bill elope shortly before their graduation from high school, it is to them a move 
toward that perfect world in which they will no longer be bound by restrictions, a 
world of prolonged romance. But the practical aspects of marriage soon intrude, with 
Bill suddenly faced with financial responsibility for which he is unequipped, and 
Jean with the prospect of an unwelcome motherhood. Depression permeates this account 
of the first year of their marriage, their fears, disappointments, and terror at 
being trapped. With the second year and parenthood, and the help of intelligent and 
financially generous parents, and a more mature approach to their problems, the 
marriage survives. The book depends for what value it has on its intense realism; 
here is no rose-colored view of high school marriage. But it is important to note 
that a margin of safety, not often present, is offered in the role of parents able to 
meet the financial rap. It should be taken with a grain of salt! (4/? LC:60-70h7) 


Paschal, Nancy Westminster 
. PRESCRIPTION FOR TWO $2.95 


Unlike her timid brother, Norman, Dorie Royal had always yearned to be a 
doctor and follow in the footsteps of her grandfather, a noted Texas physician. But 
it is Norman who is forced into medical studies by his parents who feel that the son 
of the family must bear the proud Royal tradition. Norman's inability to live up to 
his family's imposed standards leads him to a point of emotional collapse, while . 
Dorie finds fulfillment in the career of pharmacy. Love plays a benevolent role in 
the lives of brother and sister in this novel which rests heavily on a psychoanaly- 
tical formula and a sense of good story telling. (4/11. 1C:60-5197 ) 


Stoutenburg, Adrien ' Westminster 
GOOD-BY CINDERELLA $2.95 


The tie to childhood is in most cases a bond of self-centered fantasy. So 
it is with Carol, who lives so much in a world of dreams that when faced with reality 
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she is unable either to evaluate it or comply with its demands. In this story of Carol's 
first year as a career girl, she not only suffers the pangs of an unrequited love,--Carol 

is infatuated with her boss, an X-Ray technician--she finds herself unable to cope with a @ 
strained situation involving a somewhat unstable half brother. Carol's victory over her 

own self-indulgence and her ability to see things as they are form the core of this some- 

what routine and monotonous teen-aged story. (4/11. 1C:60-5616) 


Ferris, Helen- fd. Winston 
THE BRAVE AND THE FAIR $3.50 


* This is a collection of well written stories which deal with the role of young 
women in this country's history: a young girl watches over her unconscious brother in a 
desolate and freezing woodland cabin only to be aided by the man who injured him; a 
pilgrim girl wills her lover back to her and becomes so strongly obsessed by her desire 
that she nearly loses her lover to it; a girl is cured from her physical "decline" by love. 
Dorothy Canfield, Sarah Orne Jewett, Conrad Richter, and other writers contribute to this 
collection, marked by its literary excellence and the dramatic cast it sheds on American 
history. (4/11. LC:60-5841) 


Be wrk 
Winston 


STADIUM wh THE STARS $2.50 


With the earth many eons old, its children are beginning to lose their wealth 
and vigor. Only a new trade alliance can save them, and when on their way to an inter- 
planetary Olympic match, the descendants of earth become aware of a powerful new race-- 
the Rollers. How members of different galaxies attempt to disqualify earth men from the 
sports competition (in order to establish their insanity and insinuate that their assert- 
ion of the new race is a fantasy) makes up the essence of this well-paced novel which ©} 
draws an interesting parallel between today's world of sports and a projected world of 
the future. Particularly interesting are Milton Lesser's descriptions of various space 
athletic events. (4/11. LC:60-5840) 


Lesser, Milton 















World 
THE SYCAMORE TREE $3.00 


Havighurst, Marion B. 


* Ann Rogers, like many other southerners at the time of the Civil War, was caught 
personally in the tension of opposing sides. Sent, for security to an Ohio family, she 
still clung to her loyalty to the South, and particularly to her hero, General Morgan. 

And yet her brothers are fighting on opposite sides, and Ann herself is sharply drawn to 

a Northern soldier. When she is able to see the basic wrongness of brother fighting broth- 
er in its national implications, when she sees groups of recaptured slaves threatened with 
return to their masters, she comes to grips with the issue and finds herself dedicated to 
the cause of union. As in the earlier Strange Island, Marion Havighurst tells her story 
with grace and feeling, and makes her readers sharply aware of the vital issues and many of 
the personalities of the War Between the States. (4/4. LC:60-7205) 














Norton, Andre World 
STORM OVER WARLOCK $3.00 









* Fleeing from Throg invaders, Shann Lantree and Ragnar Thorwald enter the world 
of beautiful women. Immensely powerful as they are lovely, these witches control men by 
thought domination. Shann's victory over the beetle-like Throg and his civilized alliance 

with the women is told here with that sweep of imagination and brilliance of detail which ®@ 
render Andre Norton a primary talent among writers of science fiction. A boy's story, 

packed with adventure and fancy. (4/4. LC:60-720h) 
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?., 7 
Grant, Bruce Cone ietane 


CAPTAIN OF THE CONSTELLATION $2.50 


This is the story of Thomas Truxton, best known to history as the captain 
of the Constellation which played a significant part in the near-war between the 
young United States and France in 1798 in Caribbean waters. Truxton was a Long 
Islander with a fierce love of the sea. He commanded the privateers in the infant 
Colonial navy; in 1/y8 he encountered and captured the French vessel IJnsurgente in 
the Constellation. His was a life of service and dedication, which brought him into 
contact with Franklin, Washington, etc. In this biographical treatment Truxton 
emerges as a stalwart patriot against a comprehensive view of the troubled times in 
which he served. (3/25. LC:60-6875) 


O'Daniel, John W. : Coward-McCann 
THE NATION THAT REFUSED TO STARVE $2.75 


This is the story of New Vietnam and its astonishing victory over starva- 


tion. Cut in half in 1954 by the Communist invasion, Vietnam was faced with annhi- 


lation through hunger. Their food supply threatened by division and by the neglect 

of the rice fields by men who had turned to soldiering, the Vietnamese turned into a 
nation of pioneers, cutting through the jungle, rerouting water to hitherto unculti- 
vated areas, and learning with great swiftness the techniques of more modern countries 
for the cultivation of food. ‘ided by Western powers and particularly by the United 
States, New Vietnam survived. John O'Daniel's text is the story of this survival. 
Written with knowledge and admiration, this is an exciting page of modern history, an 
encoureging example of man's potential when he works in cooperation with other men. 


(4/2) 


Harrison, Thad | Criterion 
WESTWARD TO ADVENTURE $3.00 


This is the biography of an unusual American. Jacob Fahlstrom, while still 
@ young boy, developed a hatred for noblemen after his parents were murdered by their 
Swedish Lord. This story commences when Jacob once again believes himself to be be- 
trayed by a titled gentleman. Shipwrecked off the shore of Hudson Bay, he struggles 
through the wilderness until he is adopted by a childless Ojibway Indian couple. He 
becomes their son, both nominally and emotionally, participates in their tribal acti- 
vities, and fights with them when they are pitted against enemy tribes. This account 
reads with the impact of fiction and sheds light on the early days of white coloni- 
zation of this continent. (3/18. LC:60-6268) 


Ault, Phil Dodd, Mead 
NEWS AROUND THE WORLD / $2.75 


By exploring the workings of the Associated Press, the career-minded reader 
is introduced not only to the mechanisms of that,organization, but to the intricacies 
of international news gathering in general. e purpose of press services, their 
functions, their operational procedures are,4l1l described in detail. The history of 
the Associated Press is outlined, and many of its spectacular achievements succintly 
recounted. An interesting summation o ‘one important aspect of newspaper work, this 
text approaches its material in a matter of fact and lively manner, appropriate to 
the subject. Illustrated by Frank Nicholas. (4/4. LC:60-7035) 


Eifert, Virginia S. Dodd, Mead 
DELTA QUEEN $3.50 


* This is the story of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers and of the great ships 
that navigated them. In telling the story of these steamboats, and particularly of 
the great Delta Queen, a boat built in 1811 and resurrected in 1947, the author embra- 
ces many of the facts of this country's history as well as the warm atmosphere of the 
days in which river traffic animated the delta towns. Well written, the account of 
the Queen, its early journeys, its banishment to California, its trip through ocean 
waters, and through the Panama canal to its native delta, and its final salvation by 
four children, this is an excellent supplement in the study of American history, an 
oe ee eee with particular interest regionally. Illustrated by De V. Lee. 
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Lavine, Sigmund A. Dodd, Mead 
KETTERING: Master Inventor $3.00 


This is the story of a dreamy Ohio school boy who could not excel at his studies, 
tired from arduous farm work, limited by his somewhat poor vision. This is the story of a 
man who not only became a classics scholar but one of the most influential inventors of the 
century. Charles Kettering, inventor of the internal combustion engine, considered himself 
to be nothing but a grease monkey. Yet so significant was his work that he became not only 
a respected member of the world of science, but was also put in a position of great author- 
ity by industry, and in 1917 became president and general manager of the General Motors 
Research Corporation. An informal and interesting biography of particular interest to mechan- 
ically-minded readers, Kettering emerges here as an inventor of outstanding consequence and 
a human being of unusually high calibre. (4/4. LC:60-+7033) 


Pollack, Philip Dutton 
CAREERS AND OPPORTUNITIES IN CHEMISTRY $3.75 


This is a detailed and mature survey of the various branches of chemistry open to 
young people today. Organic, Inorganic, Analytical, Physical, Engineering, and biochemistry 
are considered as well as sales work in the chemical field. Salaries and probable locations, 
necessary training, and the scope of work are included in this helpful, photographically 
illustrated guide to aspiring scientists. (3/25. LC:60-5978) 


Apsler, Alfred Farrar, Straus & Cudahy-Covenant 
NORTHWEST PIONEER: The Story of Louis Fleischner $2.95 


Born in Bohemia, Louis Fleischner was destined to travel far from the nineteenth 
century ghetto of his childhood. A pioneer, Fleischner braved the uncharted country of the 
West, dealing fairly with the Indian, and using his excellent sense of commerce to enrich 
himself and the communities in which he lived. His scrupulous and astute ethics made him in- 
dispensable to his fellow Americans who drafted him as the State Treasurer of Oregon. His 
life-long love for a childhood sweetheart, which resolved in her marriage to another man and 
her premature death due to lack of adequate medical facilities, inspired him to erect a 
hospital in his native village, and he also built the first elaborate synagogue in Oregon. 
An interesting supplement to the study of Judaism in America, this biography is recommended 
to temple and Sunday school libraries, (4/30. LC:60-9077) 





Harris-Warren, H.B., Commander, USN Harper 
DIVE: The Story of an Atomic Submarine $2.95 


This is the story of the modern submarine in its evolution from the most primitive 
of under water vessels. The various physical problems confronting the builders of the atomic 
submarine are investigated, the structural difficulties, the facilities it contains both as 
@ war craft and as a ship on which to house men are described, its sonar devices are ana- 
lyzed, and the training and duties of the crew are enumerated. Much is to be learned both 
in the field of modern warfare and from the point of view of the direction in which con- 
temporary science tends, in this text based on the study of a hypothetical ship. Illustrated 
with drawings and photographs. (3/16. LC:60-5778) 


Ruchlis, Hy Harper 
THE WONDER OF LIGHT . $2.95 


* Light, which permeates all normal existence, has been the subject of wonder from 
earliest time. Without it, what would the world be like? In this excellent text, every 
aspect of light and its effects are lucidly explored. The nature of light and its sources, 
light in its various manifestations, man's perception of light are described in detail. 
Dramatically vivid photographs illustrate this text by the author of Orbit, and questions © 
at the end of each chapter stimulate inductive application. Of particular interest to 
science students, this book should also find many interested readers among the non-initiate. 


(3/2. L0:59-8977) 
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Levine, I. E. ‘Messner 
CONQUEROR OF SMALLPOX $2.95 


The story of smallpox is the story of mass death and mutilation. It is 
also the story of Dr. Edward Jenner and his struggle-in the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth century- to combat, not only the disease, but repeated failure and the op- 
position of his wary contemporaries. In this biography, the medical details of Jenner's 
discoveries are lucidly explained while at the same time a sense of the man, a warm 
and dedicated doctor, is forcefully presented. I. E Levine handles his subject know- 
ledgeably and with full appreciation of Jenner's stature as a man and a scientist. 
(4/2? LC:60~7817) 


Rat 
Dow, Emily R. Morrow ” 


OF PARTIES AND PETTICOATS $2.95 


Another book on how to be a beguiling young lady, this text represents a 
departure from the recent crop. It addresses its readers, not so much as if they were 
candidates for the cover of Vogue but as if they were teen-aged girls faced with 
problems in ordinary matters like unruly hair, diet, limited clothes budgets, shyness, | 
etc. Concentrated, it covers a large gamut of physical and behavioral snags, making 
@ valiant attempt to unravei them with common sense. A helpful guide for girls who 
at aa escaped the elementary knowledge it imparts. Illustrated. (4/6. LC:60- 

110 


Johnson, Gerald W. Fr: Morrow 
AMERICA GROWS UP \\ N $3.75 


* This excellent history of the United States from the revolution through 
the term of President Wilson is the second member of a triology in which America Is 
Born was the first volume. Written critically and in an animated manner, America 
Grows Up handles significant events and personalities in a fresh and searching style. 
These books, strikingly illustrated by Leonard Everett Fisher, represent a promising 
departure from the dry histories which glut the market in that they not only inform, 
but should stimulate further interest in the subject. (4/6. LC:60-5206) 


Searcher, Victor Winston 
LINCOLN'S JOURNEY TO GREATNESS $4.50 


* This is an intensive and well documented description of two weeks in the 
life of Abraham Lincoln, culminating in his inaugural address and his taking the oath. ) | 
of office. The twelve-day trip of the newly elected President included overnight// Virdtu 1 


stoos in Cincinnati, Columbus, Pittsburgh, jt hiladelphia, New York, Badtimere, Mal, 


<Harrisbuxeg, and then home to Washington, - a journey of some danger and an exhaust!” 


ing itinerary for those days, and one in which at every step Lincoln risked aliena- 

ting himself from his already agitated countrymen. In this account of how Lincoln 
accepted the challenge, we get not only a vivid portrayal of Lincoln the man and 
politician, but we also are given a key to the events of the following years in which 

the country was racked by a Civil War. A book to be read by all students of American 
history, a substantial and interesting tribute to one of America's most dedicated men. 


(4/11. LC:60-6057 ) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Bean, Amelia Doubleday 
THE FEUD $3.95 


Against the background of the Arizona Tewksbury feud, this is a story of 
the violence suffered by men and their families in the effort to establish law and 
order. Strongly written, it presents the picture of peaceful men thrown into con- 
flict in order to protect their homes. It is a story of love and death told with 
thet conviction which established The Fancher Train, Amelia Bean's 1958 novel, as 
a book of merit. F.R. p. 107. (4/7. LC:60-8853) 
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Stewart, Mary Morrow-Mill 
MY BROTHER MICHAEL $3.95 
Set in Delphi, this is the story of an English girl, caught in a web of ad- © 





venture and violence. Fast moving and suspenseful, the heroine is instrumental in solving 
the death of Michael, a young Greek patriot who was mysteriously killed fourteen years be- 
fore the action of the novel occurs. Sure entertainment values. F.R. p. 107. (4/7. Le: 
60-7072 ) 







Culp, John H. Morrow-Sloane 
THE MEN OF GONZALES $3.50 


Told from the viewpoint of the young boy, Juan, half-Mexican, half Yankee, this 
is the story of the Alamo and the thirty-two determined men of Gonzales, who in an act of 
loyalty which is fatal, advance toward the fort. This is a brief and eloquent depiction of 
the land and the times at a period of great American crisis, a fortunate blend of history 
and fiction. F.R. p. 100. (2/24. LC:60-6869) 

















NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Purdy, Ken W. Crowell 
THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF THE AUTOMOBILE $4.95 






This book surveys various areas of automotive performances--racing drivers, cars 
and courses, biographies of outstanding drivers and inventors, accounts of famous cars. 
Primarily for the racing buffs, this will also have its appeal for the sports car devotees 
and for all those to whom the automobile is irresistibly attractive. Written by the author 
of The Kings of the Road, F.R. p. 126. (3/2? 1LC:60-8255) 





























North, Henry Ringling Doubleday 
& Hatch, Alden $4.95 
THE CIRCUS KINGS: OUR RINGLING FAMILY STORY 


This book by a Ringling nephew is a combined history of the Ringling circuses 
and of the seven Ringling brothers, their families, their disasters, their triumphs. Filled 
with amazing tales of amazing men, women, end animals, this book will appeal to circus fans, 
biography addicts, and to everyone who ever listened to the steam calliope. Illustrated. 
F.R. p. 129. (4/7. LC:60-8877) : 


Bates, Marston Random House 
THE FOREST AND THE SEA $3.95 


This book, free from pedantry and scientific jargon, contains what, essentially, 
is a comprehensive college education in ail the natural sciences. Written with enthusiasm 
and freshness which will infect the reader, it ranges over every aspect of natural science-- 
from microscopic life to the study of man, sea life to problems in human culture. Strict 
boundaries between the sciences are dispensed with, the author drawing relationships from 
his vast body of material. To those with even a remote interest in the natural realities 
of life, this book is recommended as a one-volume library. F.R. p. 127. (3/18. LC:60-556)) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


7 (J-7)  Clewes, Dorothy- THE MYSTERY OF THE LOST TOWER TREASURE- from 4/13 to 3/6 
(Coward-McCann ) 
8 (J-8) Dreany, J.E.- THE MAGIC OF RUBBER- definite date 3/18 (Putnam) 
8 (J-8) Nephew & Chester- PLANET TRIP- definite date 3/13- Library of Congress number 
now listed as LC:60-6896 (Putnam) 

9 (J-9) Burt, Olive- THE CAVE OF THE SHOUTING SILENCE- definite date 3/3 (John Day) 

13 (J-13) Thomas, Henry- THE WRIGHT BROTHERS- definite date 3/4 (Putnam) 

50 (J-18) Speiser, Jean- RIVER IN THE DARK- definite date 3/3 (John Day) @ 
89 (J-27) Buchheimer, Naomi- A NIGHT OUTDOORS- from 3/6 to 3/25 (Putnam) 

96 (J-34) Schoor, Gene- WILLIE MAYS- from 2/19 to 4/28 (Putnam) 

97 (J-35) Steinberg, Alfred- ADMIRAL RICHARD E. BYRD- from 3/2 to 3/30- Note correct page 
number on all indexes (Putnam) 
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Potpourri 


There will certainly be interest in John W. Aldridge's first novel- THE PARTY AT 
CRANTON (McKay) and the publishers are right behind it. Jessamyn West has a lusty 
novel of a new community in SOUTH OF THE ANGELS (Harcourt, Brace); strictly on the 
popular side 1s Robert Wilder's THE SUN IS MY SHADOW (Putnam) which also has subs-— 
tantial publisher support; for. those readers who are looking for nothing more than 
pleasurable escape may we strongly recommend- J.M. Scott's A CHOICE OF HEAVEN 
(Dutton), an ortginal adventure story, and Jerrard Tickell's gently handled THE HUNT 
FOR RICHARD THORPE (Doubleday). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 14 


Hemley, Cecil Horizon | 
THE EXPERIENCE $3.50 


The prose style, in this first novel by a practising poet, is adopted from 
recent French novels - and it fits the characters awkwardly. The subject is redemption 
by religious experience, and the unlikely receiver is George, a rich, dilettante lawyer, 
whose trials are related by his hard-working friend and partner. George, under the 
influence of a mystically-minded Countess, is sure he has had an experience. Since 
George has already had psychoanalysis, hi-fi, marriage, a child and a nice suburban 
home, no one takes this very seriously until George leaves his job and his wife to 
begin writing- presumably about his experience. His wife promptly tries experience 
too- with other men including the narrator. Up to this point, the book has wry- even 
comic- possibilities-- who has not known a George, or a Countess, for that matter? 

But then George apparently does have a genuine experience, resigns from the world, and 
is accepted by the other characters as a sort of reluctantly-believed-in Buddha. Even 
this serious twist is basically valid, but the characters no longer seem able to 
sustain the weight of seriousness of the theme- or the author- or the style. What New 
York City lawyer really talks like a Camus character? Limited. 


ee tn a 


March 18 


Robinson, Anthony Putnam 
A DEPARTURE FROM THE RULES $3.95 


A first novel by a Naval Reserve officer covers what must be known territory- 
for he served aboard a destroyer- and his story of whose is the guilt for the peace- 
time loss of the Dobbs holds a sure nautical line. But imposing these characters on 
her death:- the self seeking, popular, Captain Rush; the warped - but regulation-minced. 
- new captain, Karst; the unmilitary-minded gunnery officer, Lt. J.G. Byrnes (Beaver); 
and eventually an officer in the Formal Court of Inquiry after the sinking of the 
Dobbs ~ involves an intricate measuring of their effects - on each other, the discipline 
of the ship, and in the inquiry. Karst finds the Dobbs, which has had a proud record 
in the war, a sloppy, loose, disorganized command but his “piss-poor psychology" does 
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not inspire the men to maintain his rule that "in peacetime you train for disaster..." 
Stateside or on Pacific maneuvers, Beaver, civilian officer and conditioned by Rush's 
previous, lax control, has little stamina to withstand Karst's 16 year old daughter or @ 
the charms of a Japanese shacking-up, the orders for VD prevention, the correctness of 

Karst's regulations. So that, with conflict between Beaver and Karst, when the carrier 

Wake sinks the Dobbs in a prescribed operation and 206 are dead, where is the blame? 

Lacking the taste of Mr. Roberts, attempting the maleness of The Caine Mutiny, this 

still packs a moral query that is unanswered. It does, too, lean heavily on sex. 


LC: 60-8480) (Q) 


































April 4 


Erdman, Loula Grace Dodd, Mead 
MANY A VOYAGE $3.95 


The deathbed recallof Fannie Lathrop Ross patterns a life which was buffeted 

by all the issues which led to the Civil War and followed its conclusion- and if her own 
story is somewhat meagre (for all that she bore seven children)- not so the extensive his- 
torical events she lived through and survived. When Fannie married Edmund Ross in Sandusky, 
a cholera epidemic forced their move westward to Milwaukee, where, in spite of Fannie's 
fears, Edmund became involved in the underground railroad. His brother William moved on 
further to Kansas- to start a free-soil newspaper, and before long Edmund decided to join 
him, and participated in Kansas' angry conflict as it drafted its constitution. With the 
Civil War, Edmund was quick to enlist- and Fannieagain spent years of anxious waiting, 
witnessed the devastation of Quantrill and his raiders. The post-Civil War years took 
Edward to Washington, as the Senator from Kansas, standing firm on unpopular political 
issues-- and time again moved them still further west- to New Mexico to serve as Governor 

. Less of a story than Far Journey (1955) this again views the historical past through 
a woman's eyes. Steady- perhaps a little staid- for modern tastes. (LC: 60-8440) 


april 7 1S 


Wilder, Robert Putnam 
THE SUN IS MY SHADOW $3 .95 


The force of complete possession, the hard metal of aggression and the quali- 
fications of a man-eater - these, along with beauty, charm and money to spare, make up 
Carol Hillyard and control a pattern, long in the making, which rewards her fittingly. 
Brought up by Mark in independence and mature assurance, she runs his recently restored 
Virginia estate capably, thaws the social chill and is amiably pursued by Bootsie Warring- 
ton. Her "slavering hunger" for the bootlegger BillJo is put behind her when she makes 
up her mind to run one of the newspapers her father has bought and gets a job on a con- 
servative New York daily. There she discovers a talent for reporting, discovers too that 
she loves Chris Chandler, the editor, but when the paper is hers, she gives orders, is 
defied by him - and in spiteful fury, fires him. Marrying Bootsie just before Mark's 
death, she is infuriated at her pregnancy, abandons the child to go back to her growing 
array of newspapers, and to be first aboard the Roosevelt bandwagon. Europe, before and 
during the war, is her province as top reporter for her papers and, with the surrender 
in the East, she is homeward bound, failing again in another effort to hire Chris, to 
regain her health before returning to her publishing kingdom. But Bootsie's decision to 
leave, her young daughter's ability to make her own judgments - leave her with a future 
of loneliness. Wilder's narratives are plausible, some of his characters - here Mark and 
Bootsie - walk away with the show; sex has alway a definite part in the story; he has a @ 
popular touch. The publisher is backing this. (LC: 60-8484) 








@ 
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April 4 


Davidson, Andrew Roy 
THE WILDERNESS ROAD $3.50 


A predictable but acceptable novel about scouts, colonists and the French 
and Indian wars, written by an Englishman who has obviously learned the genre at 
American hands. Leigh Worcester is not only a gentleman plantation-owner from 
Virginia, but an accomplished scout. In the latter capacity, he is sent North to 
discover the plans of the Ottawas in the imminent war. His life is further doubled 
when having left Flame Madison, "the toast of Virginia", he encounters, rescues, and 
subsequently is rescued by lovely Anne Fogarty, an indentured servant. Leigh feels 
obliged to marry Anne- Flame in retaliation weds a local scoundrel- and the compli- 
cations of these matches unwind through scenes of Washington's campaigns and are re- 
solved during Braddock's defeat... Energetic- if that is the criterion. (L1C:59-1495l) 


April 4 / 


Blake, William Simon & Schuster 
WE ARE THE MAKERS OF DREAMS $4.95 


The shifting panorama of France as seen mainly through the eyes of Rene 
Joliet, Parisian book-binder, is the subject of this long, slow, carefully cons- 
tructed novel. The story begins shortly after World War I and ends about 1942. In 
between, we see Rene's unhappy marriage to Antoinette; his difficulties with his : 
wife's bastard son Jacques, who grows up to be a Fascist; and Rene's love affair with 
Peggy, the lovely novelist who is a militant feminist. Other characters include 
Antoinette's ex-lover Krestianov, who takes pay from the Nazis to pose as a liberal; 
Culmbach, who ardently leads a Hitlerian youth movement so as to get his hands on 
young boys like Jacques; the corrupt newspaperman Whitcraft; and several others who 
range from black to red on the political spectrum. They all love to talk politics 
and they do so endlessly for twenty years. The ideas of the principal figure, Rene, 
may not appeal to most readers. But no doubt he is an accurate reflection of the 
French type of Marxist thinking, and we must forgive him because he is motivated 
throughout by intense patriotism. Many characters and many scenes of comedy, tragedy, 
and social satire make this a book which will appeal mostly to the politically 
oriented Francophile. Others will find it somewhat dry and remote. (LC:60-6720) | 


April 6 


Scott, J. M. Dutton 
A CHOICE OF HEAVEN $3.50 , a 


Ecalpemos is Someplace, an island in the Pacific and "the heaven on earth” 
chosen by two men with very different and irreconcilable dreams. For Skinner, a 
clerk in a small firm for 25 years before a Java Sweepstake enables him to escape, 
the island is the destination to which he brings twenty young women- of mixed races- 
and a private Eden. For Ronald Mackintosh, a castaway there just before Skinner has 
established his strange Utopia, it offers an inland lagoon with a treasure in pearls, 
and once having secured the backing for a small expedition, he returns there with 
Geoffrey Partridge (who tells the story) and two young men to fish for pearls. While 
Mackintosh and Partridge try to conceal their discovery of Skinner's colony, and to 
prevent any association which may lead to trouble, the conclusion is a bitter dis- 
appointment to both Skinner and Mackintosh: Skinner witnesses the disaffection of his 
young women; Mackintosh the disappearance of his pearls; and there is a real twister 
of a finish.... J.M. Scott- if you remember Sea-Wyf and the Heather Mary is one of 
the few pure story tellers writing today, and he offers an exciting, exotic fantasia 
within the limits of probability and persuasion. (LC:60-5976) 
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April 7 


Cousins, John Doubleday @ 
| IMAGE IN THE WINDOW $3.95 














There is almost unrelieved sobriety - except for its horsemanship and English 
outdoor scenes - in this account of Hugh Maunt's inability to escape his shadow life and 

to turn to one of truer reality. In mutiny against living, at odds with the chances his 
social level limits him to, he has no communication with his father or aunt, but does 
achieve an area of understanding with his uncle, aunt and their daughter, in his love of 
horses and racing, in the belief that he can be auit of the troubles he causes himself 

and others. Young Fennel, a violin student, becomes his touchstone but even with her - 

with the untrue pictures of his part in what is happening at the paint factory - he never 
reaches full integrity. When she leaves, his marriage to Ethel is doomed so that when he 
walks out on Ethel, it is to the gelding killer, Moonraker, that he turns to train for 

the Charlton Cup. His win comes through treachery and when he is accused of killing Fennel 
he realizes that there is - for him - no self to destroy - he is only a man in a mirror. 
The rotter, the bounder of the late '20s, early '30s, whose tricks of charm continue to 
obliterate all attempts to prove himself,here, through his heritage, environment, pride - 
and circumstances - touches some nobility in his final diminishing. 






























April 8 


Thompson, Sally McDowell, Obolensky 
THE KEENER LOVE $3 +95 


The Keener love is the unreturned love of Sally Keener for the father who de- 
serted her as a child, and this is a reconnaissance of the classic situation in modern 
terms and handled with an unaccommodating realism of uncertain taste. Sally, who had 
married, comes home "sick" to commit suicide in the home of her mother and her stepfather 
Sam Barnes, Sam whom she has never accepted. In the last hours before her death (liquor 
and sleeping pills) Sam attempts to extract a different kind of love from the girl who has 
always refused his paternal affection. And after she dies, Sam's guilt prods him to try 
and learn the answer to her suicide; from her unloved husband; from Ellen, a tramp, who 
sleeps with him as she had witk Sally;from a minister who understood her lovelessness but 
could not save her... In a fumbling, alcoholic haze- Sam conducts his search for the 
"responsible ghosts", and the bed substitutes for the couch in helping to make possible 
the revelations here. They are more of a surprise to Sam than the reader. (1C:60-9039) (Q) 


appet 2 uy ? Oo 


Norman, James Lippincott 
THE FELL OF DARK vy $3.95 


"The fell hours of dark" pervade this intense novel of Madrid at the time of 

its betrayal and mortification. Without resorting to didactics, James Norman reveals the 
forces that coiled in confusion about the Spanish state and, in 1939, strangled the city 
of Madrid. There is the venerable intellectual, keenly aware of Spain in context of the 
Flamenco spirit, a spirit totally alone, totally outcast from God- Don Louis, lucid to the 
end, but too absorbed by his vision to effectually save himself or his country. There is 
his daughter, a communist,and her frightened husband who loves her but must kill her in 
order to escape from the web of Spanish conflict. There is Don Louis' son, a fine soldier, 
a@ man as incisive in action as his father is in thought. And there is the woman who loves 
him, and who dies in the streets, a victim of the violence her father secretly condones. 
And there is Spain, untranslatable, evocative as the "ay-y-y" of a gypsy lament. This is 
a swift and absorbing novel written with finesse and passion. The Fell of Dark is like a 
lucid nightmare from which one awakens to find no light, no relief. (1C:60-7649) 












February 15, 1960 Fiction -161- 
a“ 
April 18 3/ 36 


Sarraute, Nathalie Braziller 
THE PLANETARIUM $4.00 


In a prose of disturbing clarity that evokes a mood of bleakness and de- 
solation Nathalie Sarraute writes of a world in which the real and the imagined are 
often indistinguishable, in which characters dangle helplessly in the voids created 
by their anxieties and apprehensions. In the world inhabited by Mme. Sarraute's 
distressingly sensitive people, meanings are defined in pauses, gestures assume more 
significance than comment, and appearances are merely a trap for the unwary. The 
Planetarium presents a set of characters whose small worlds collide but rarely pene- 
trate. An old woman, out of desperation, focuses on the minutiae of her life trying 
to create an orderly universe in miniature. But to Alain, her nephew, who is trying 
to obtain her apartment she is merely a tyrant. Alain, a young bourgeois intellec- 
tual, tormented by his wife's blunderings, is himself dissolved into ineffectuality 
in the presence of his literary idol and her clique. On this surface of the common- 
place - devoted to the discussion of easy chairs, door handles, the stock market - 
the sinister begins to make itself felt and events assume the pattern of dreams. 

But there is no awakening and even "the greatest intimacy is constantly being tra- 
versed by silent flashes of cold clearsightedness, of loneliness". Mme. Sarraute, 
trying as she is, has received respectful attention with her earlier novels- Portrait 
of a Man Unknown and Martereau. (1C:60-6952) 


April 19 


Trotta, Geraldine Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
DUNE HOUSE . $3.75 


"A camouflaged world of conflicts muffled behind the silken screens of 
civilized small talk and unmemorable trivia"-- this is that of six young people who | 
take a summer house together at Bridgehampton (Long Island) for the weekends. Close 
to thirty, metropolitan at least by taste, casual, smart, they- along with some as- 
sorted acquaintances- spend a good bit of time sipping martinis and quipping about 
sex, so that their story is off to a rather desultory start. Only Nina, who is 
content to be nothing except a wife to Eric, a writer, has found any serenity; Liz, 
fashion editor on a smart magazine, leaves her mediocre, middlewestern husband to go 
off to Italy and a lover; and Benjy, a model, starts the summer with Fred, whom she 
has outgrown, agrees to marry someone else, but can't get over her love for a married 
man. By the book's end, the reader has gained some interest in Benjy and her mis- 
directed affections- and by the summer's- a hurricane has added its devastation..... 

A first novel, the default here is that of the characters and the emptiness of their 
existence, but there are glossy to telling touches to attract a sophisticated feminine 
audience. (1C:60-5168) 


April 20 


West, Jessamyn Harcourt, Brace ac 
SOUTH OF THE ANGELS $5.95 5 2 


The many varieties, manifestations and qualities of love encompass the 
settlers of The Tract, which in 1916 was opened up south of Los Angeles....and often 
very south of the angels. Of the 17 families, 96 people, who succumb to realtor 
Sylvester Perkins' salesmanship, this centers around: - the families of Shelby Lewis; 
Luther Cope; the Reverend LeRoy Raunce; Basil Cudlip; Wendlin Jessup; and stud-like 
Tom Mount, spinster Eunice Fry, widow Opal Tetford, withdrawn Asa Brice. There are ‘ 
also the Mexicans, Rosa and Pete Ramos, and Pete's long-standing responsibility, 
Julian Ortiz, who watch their old land divided among the whites, try to be neighbors, 
are rebuffed but finally accepted - by all but Cudlip, whose venomous discrimination 
promotes dissension and provokes violence. Lewis has aimed "to own my own place” and 
when his dream outpaces his practicality he tries for a smaller ambition; Raunce has 
come from an oil driller to a late Son of God but his Quaker ministry of gratitude is 
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suspect; Cope's inability to understand his wife, Indiana Rose, has almost scarred his 
daughter Press but Chad Lewis resolves her fears; Mary Jessup, dying, finds she is able 

to live in her love for her husband - and her Quaker religion; while the coming of the 

war in 1917 fires Cudlip to dangerous activity. The Ramons and Ortiz are victims of Cudlip's @ 
hate; the children or these parents - Medora Cudlip defying her father in her love for 
Julian Ortiz, Crystal Raunce denying her parents' religion and married happiness, Ellen 
Shelby romantic about Tom Mount but learning love from Ben Jessup, and their younger 
brothers and sisters - learn a tenderness and endurance through drought, flood, freeze and 
the community's affairs. And Eunice, among others succumbing to Tom Mount, finds another 
way to become the woman she wants to be through Asa Brice's decision to return to society 
while Perkins, whose greed for easy gains has brought this all about, loses everything when 
he is tried for fraud. A panorama, small in scale but large in scope, this is a microcosm 
of humanity,- at odds and together, understanding and ignoring, growing inwardly with only 
a few outward signs, seldom successful but never completely failing - and accomplishes an 
emphatic - and lusty (at times lustful) - segment of a particular time and place. [The 
Friendly Persuasion here is fallible - hopeful (1C:60-6714) (Q) 


April 20 


Mavor, Elizabeth Morrow 
SUMMER IN THE GREENHOUSE $3.50 


A fragile first novel has something of the perishable hothouse atmosphere sug- 
gested by the title- and it encloses a world both young and old, present and past. Here 
Claire Peachey, once beautiful, holds an audience to the granddaughter of the man she had 
once loved, and while Imogen, nine, is as eager as the reader to relive the faded romance, 
the rather curious confidences Mrs. Peachey makes are only occasional revelations---unre- 
solved relationships are left incomplete, and what is best remembered is the exotic, 
languorous prettiness of a garden in summer, and a greenhouse, where time is momentarily © 
stayed. While Imogen gets only snatches of the Italian idyll many years ago of Mrs. 
Peachey and her grandfather, she also is permitted to listen in on discordant facets of her 
relationship with her son, Robin, whose failure is also hers and one she can no longer 
escape. And the interlude ends as war (1939) is declared, as her grandfather comes to take 
her home, and as she returns knowing only that "a feeling of goodness had gone out of her". 

- It is, all in all, a rather tantalizing book, where subtlety is both a virtue and a 
handicap, an invitation and a withdrawal. Miss Mavor is however a writer of taste and 
talent- once the indirection of her technique is accepted. (LC:60-8106) 


Wilson, Guthrie ’ Simon and Schuster 
DEAR MIRANDA 44) | $3.50 
Dear Miranda is the legitimate sibling of Miss Go Lightly, Mr. Isherwood's 
Berlin Diary heroine. But Miranda is on the side of the angels as she makes her fortune 
in men, titles, and money, winning admirers from her native Australia to the stately homes 
of England. Motivated by her kindly opinion of herself and everybody else, except perhaps 
her rival, the voluptuous blonde makes good use of her proportions and her sketchy though 
sincere intellectual training. And Miranda's rival, a large-eyed devious girl with an 
outrageous penchant for self dramatization is a worthy rival for the forty-three year old 
heroine. Not only does she incorporate her trite fantasies into best selling novels, she 
incorporates Miranda's men into her romantic schemes. Written in the first person, this 
is a book in which brightness and naivete veil a poignant sense of mortality. Miranda is 
gay. Miranda is melancholy. She loves life, but lives in sharp awareness of death. 
Miranda is innocent and arch, a sophisticate, a perplexed child of the provinces. Miranda, 
acenanes) » is superbly feminine and her confessions will win her many tender admirers. @ 
LC: 60-6099 
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April 21 


Tickell, Jerrard Doubleday 947 
THE HUNT FOR RICHARD THORPE $25 3 


Twelve year old Richard Thorpe, home for the holidays with his father (he 
is motherless) and his extremely pretty sister, Amaryllis, disappears- shortly after 
the presumed murder of a child in a nearby village. Piers Linley, a London news- 
paperman, whose interest in the case is substantially strengthened by his attraction 
to Amaryllis, proves to be not only the Thorpes' main support in the days of uncer- 
tainty and anguish to follow- but also an imaginative interpreter of the little he 
has to go on- hunches rather than clues. While in the background, the new owners of 
the village pub, the malevolent Skinners and Mrg. Skinner's coarse lover who "travels 
in brushes", help to distract the reader and delay the outcome of the hunt for 
Richard Thorpe....A thoroughly agreeable diversion, in which pleasing landscapes from 
England to Ireland, engaging youngsters (Richard- and his friend Bulstrode Minor), a 
sunny romance all add a gentle glow to the anxious moments at hand. (LC:60-8686) 


April 22 


Stern, Richard Criterion 
GOLK $3.95 


In the godless world of Madison Avenue television reigns the deity, Golk. 
Neither good nor evil, he "golks" those about him into obeisance, exposing with his 
impartial camera eye the proud and powerful “golks"--statesmen, millionaires--and ! 
the trampled "golks"--the vulnerable and corrupt poor. On his staff, a part of the 
trinity, are an intellectual young man, Hondorp, shrewd but lacking the real strength > 
of Golk, and Hendricks, a twenty-three year old debutante, original, bitter, and vital. 
When Golk tires of his vast but paralleled power on television, the power to enter- 
tain, he turns his talents to the dangerous business of overthrowing national idols. 
He is dismissed from the network, his show given over to his two assistants. For a 
year they bask in the reflected glory of Golk until Golk mysteriously begins to appear 
on their shows, a great bald dome in a crowd scene. Convinced that Golk has mystically. 
willed his doom, Hondorp symbolically commits suicide by publishing his own death 
notice in place of his father's, a travesty against the old man who measured success 
in terms of the length of obituaries. Hendricks returns to the hell which is her 
natural domain, and Golk gets along. The impact of this book is not derived from the 
brutal frankness of Richard Stern's style, which to some will be offensive, but rather 
from the consistency with which he sustains the existential climate of his novel. A 
promising writer, for the readers of Camus, Kafka, and Nathaniel West. (LC:60-6261) (¢) 


a on ST oe hn 


Berry, Wendell Houghton Mifflin 
NATHAN COULTER $32.50 


In the time between the death of his mother and that of his grandfather, 
Nathan,a backwoods Kentucky boy, grows in’ manhood. His life is on the whole un- 
eventful in outward happennings. He hunts, fishes, goes into town of a Saturday 
night, attends a country fair. His scapegrace uncle, his older brother and the 
beautiful young wife of an ugly elder neighbor help the hero along the path towards 
maturity. Like his brother before him, Nathan leaves home when he and his father 
have a bitter fight. A sensitive adolescent theme is handled rather poetically, but 
so uniform in tone that no drama is generated and no sense of time passing is felt. 


(LC:60-5146) 
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April 22 


Brown, Alexander Dee Putnam @ 
THEY WENT THATAWAY $3.50 


Because the daughter of the owner of the Washington, D.C. rooming house where 
young college instructor Phil Faraday is staying has a boyfriend in the Super Intelligent 
Service, Phil finds himself unknowingly tabbed as a master spy. He is working on a book 
that will rehabilitate the reputation of Indian fighter General Comstock; the pin-headed 
director of the SIS knows that there is a top secret called Operation Comstock, and that 
is about all the proof he needs to convince himself that Faraday is giving away 
government secrets. As Phil's research takes him from Washington to Kentucky to Wyoming, 
he is followed by an ever-increasing horde of SIS men, the personnel of two rival spy rings, 
an FBI agent and a newscaster. The book ends in Spain where Phil and his fiancee help to 
make a movie about Comstock. How they got there, and what the secret of the Comstock 
Project is, makes a book whose overly insistent spoofing of Pentagon brass, government 
agencies, midwest colleges and the movie industry is only occasionally funny. Iliustrated 
with line drawings. (LC:60-8466) 


Apri” 87 6 — 


Redgrave, Michael Harper 
THE MOUNTEBANK'S TALE £3.00 


An English actor's first novel plays its story on an inner stage for the nar- 
rative of St. John Fielding, a perfectionist with an obsession for the acting profession 
(he was also a historian, explorer) is presented by the executor of Fielding's estate. 

It has to do with Joseph Charlies, acclaimed on the Continent, in America - and in England, 

who has disappeared, and Fielding, following the clue of a photograph, tracks him down in © 
California where the revelation of his long apprenticeship to the real Joseph Charles, the 

years of becoming better than - but lacking the integrity of - his master, and eventually 

the pact that made Paul Hammer become a permanent impostor, winds up - but does not truly 
conclude the exhibition of a doppelganger. A first problem - whether an actor has any 

character at all - is finally not faced although English Paul, from servant parents, inti- 

mates that he has hidden his real self in the shadow of the Austrian Joseph Charles, but 
story-wise this, leaving much unaccented, holds its own for a tantalizing theatrical double 
portrait. A selected few will be most appreciative here. (1C:60-9115) 


Coulehan, Norbert " Lippincott 
THE FOURTH KING ‘1| |? $3.95 


When the Roman Emperor Augustus Caesar gets the idea of forming the Pax Romana, 
he sends the handsome young sea-Tribune Titus Terentius to collect three Kings for an 
important conference---one king each from Norway, Asia, and Africa. Someone in the royal 
family has plans of his own, and Titus gets caught up in intrigue and murder. Added to 
this are his difficulties with his small-minded wife and with a most attractive young 
female slave who stows away on his boat. He successfully completes his mission, however, 
and than delivers the three Kings to Judea, where they promptly decide to go off to visit 
a fourth King, the "King of Kings," who has just been born somewhere near Jerusalem... The 
author doesn't bother to explain the hows or whys of his story, apparently thinking that 
he can retrieve a muddy and badly constructed plot by tying it in with a very grand and 
important event elsewhere, even though there is no connection. At least the baffled reader 
of this book can see no connection. The writing is deliberately flat and prosy. Everyone © 
talks as if he were at a Civic Improvement Committee meeting, and one will search these 
pages in vain for an original idea or a spark of life. (1C:60-7436) 








_which doesn't disqualify this as entertainment- although you can discount it as any- 
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April 27 


Castle, Marian Morrow 
SILVER ANSWER $3.95. 


Denver and the Colorado mining towns of the 1890's are keyed into the life 
of Melissa, impetuously married to Lory Owen and, learning his worthlessness, finding 
her love in Duncan Howrey, a preacher "without purse or scrip". Lory's presumed death 
in a mine explosion, her pregnancy and the need to shield Lory's and the child's name 
from a possibility of a murder charge, drive her away from Duncan's efforts to help, 
from the stigma of being a "Deserving Object". But with marriage to Duncan she learns 
not only the cruel demands on a reverend's wife but the righteous bullheadedness and 
the need to suffer to enjoy that takes Duncan from Ouray to Creede where his doctoring 
assures him a status not won by his preaching. The rewards of a church in Denver are 
balanced by the help needed in the '93 panic, and reach a personal level when Lory 
returns for blackmail ievied against a bigamous marriage. Melissa finds that Duncan 
need not be protected by her small efforts and that fate - in the person of Lory's 
present conquest - removes her probiems so that a move from comfort to Cripple Creek 
is fair payment. A woman's readership is recognizable here - which has been assured 
by the earlier The Golden Fury end others by this author - augmented by the minister- 
and-wife theme. (LC:60-8108) 


April 28 


Morgan, Al Rinehart gS | 
A SMALL SUCCESS $3:75 3 — | 


None of the wallop of The Great Man, this takes a close-up of a kindred 
medium- the theatre- and refines the approach a little as it previews the making of 
A .mell Success from its rehearsal on through all the sweats which putting on a play 
involves. Directed by Kip Davis, who has an unblemished record, starring Eleanor 
Weaver who has shared it with him (as well as his personal life), it also offers a 
comeback opportunity to Laurie Kane, 43, once a Hollywood star where she'd given Kip 
his start, now trying to lick a liquor problem. While she has Kip's determined confi- 
dence at all times, and the gentler support of Herb, an A.A. in her building, she 
Slips once but still pulls off a hell of a performance on the night of the first big 
run-through. Even so, Kip has other worries; the play is not quite right and the 
pasting they get in New Haven leads to some frantic re-writes as well as some strident 
scenes among the cast. Philadelphia gives them every hope of having a hit- but they 
reach New York to be tagged as the major disappointment of the season and to fold, ~ 
after 16 performances.... While obvious, there's the pace and the semi-pro showmanship 


See 


thing more. (LC:60-6763) 


Sire, Glen ul) yy Simon & Schuster 
THE DEATHMAKERS $3.95 


This is an unrelievedly brutal novel about the American armored drive across 
Germany towards the close of World War II in which the author fully exploits every con- 
ceivable instance of sadistic sex and perverted savagery. Focusing on the American 
Captain leading the spearhead and the German Lieutenant fighting a delaying action the 
author particularizes the war into a personal conflict between the two. Lieutenant 
Raeder first sees Brandon at the head of the troops in the Bavarian forest and selects 
him, as a symbol of the conquerors, es the man he will eventually kill. Having been 
"on the point" since Normandy Brandon feels that his days are numbered. He becomes in- 
creasingly afraid of dying and finds that he can no longer justify the war. His com- 
mander Colonel Mullahy, whose talks to the troops are reminiscent of General Patton's 
famed exhortations, assures Brandon that the point of war is to win. But Mullahy has 
made his own war more comfortable in the company of the Frenchwoman Jeanne Barbier who 
travels with the American forces in her mania for killing Germans. As the battle pro- 
gresses to the Danube military maneuvers are highly detailed and the psychopathic be- 
havior of the rapist Chico is explicitly annotated. Two days before the war's end 


Brandon and Raeder's forces meet again. Ina last effort at sanity Brandon walks to 
the German line of fire with a white flag and is killed by the crazed Lieutenant. Only 
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on the most superficial and mechanical level can The Deathmakers be compared to The Young 
Lions - the publisher's claim. (LC:60-6728) (Q) 


April 29 © 


Aldridge, John W. David McKay 
THE PARTY AT CRANTON $3.50 





In two books of criticism - After the Lost Generation and In Search of Heresy 
John Aldridge argued that in a generation (the present one) without common values and 
beliefs and which lacks, therefore, true heretics, there can be no proper literature ei- 
ther of commitment or revolt. In Mr. Aldridge's view what remains, after suitable drama- 
tic subjects have been disposed of, is only the literature of small musings, petty intro- 
spections and of conformity. This book supposedly in the form of a novel is an exposition 
of his critical themes. But lest the point slip by unnoticed the author explains it: "What 
happens when real life ceases to create a dramatic effect - when the primary truth of it 
becomes its predictability, its lack of overt action and drama. The writer can either ex- 
aggerate or distort that reality or can find some other, more honest and accurate way of 
making it dramatically interesting - while at the same time preserving the primary truth 
of its dullness". The Party at Cranton is a satire on a special kind of academic community, 
its cultural arrivistes and on the conformity of upper middle-class Americans. The party 
at Cranton provides Waithe, a watcher but an untrustworthy witness, with the opportunity to 
explore the secret realities (or is it all a facade?) of Cranton's dramatis personae. There 
is the poet Anthony Mersh, a fraud who lives on literary fellowships; Shelby who “discovered 
knowledge as some young men discover liquor or sex"; Dorothy Murchison, the classics scholar, 
who spoke with a peculiar foreign accent she acquired on an Iowa chicken farm; and the book's 
central enigma Arthur Keith Buchanan, a literary Napoleon of various disguises who dominates 
Cranton. With the object of discovering just what Buchanan is, Waithe is led into a laby- 
rinth of intimations, complexities and vaporous speculations. Supposedly Buchanan was once 
a@ poet of the Southern agrarian school who had been deserted by the "movement" and who him- 
self became part of the academic Establishment to reign as the imperious critic. But 
Waithe's processes of triple-think never assure him of the truth; Cranton proves too much 
for him. Though utterly devastating in his particularizations, the author's own pretensions 
and bloodless intellectualizations become a part of the book's satire and leave one with the 
feeling that The Party at Cranton might very well have been written by one of the Cranton 
set. (LC:60-9565) 





Slim Undertakings 


March 30 


Vance, John Holbrook Random House 
THE MAN IN THE CAGE $2.95 


A load of Mauser pistols exchanged for a cargo of heroin causes American, ad- 
venture-seeking Noel Hutson to copper his bets - and disappear. This brings his older 
brother Darrell to look for him around the frequented Tangier spots, the not-so frequented 
Morocco-Algiers border, and to discover a tough smuggling operation. Result: no Noel; a 
girl; and Darrell's integrity. Double-talk dealings. (LC:60-5545) 


April 8 


Dewey, Thomas B. Simon & Schuster 
THE GIRL WHO WASN'T THERE $2.95 


But the man who always is- private eye Mac- looks into as complicated a situation @ 
as he has ever faced: two murders, a missing will, a double identity, and some circumstances 
and characters who are hard to handle. He tangles with the police as well as his prey and 
proves to be as durable as ever. A roughhouse routine for fast entertainment. (LC:60-6105) 
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Many Books- and a Conspicuous Few 


r Thomas E. Murray's NUCLEAR POLICY FOR WAR AND PEACE (World) is a cogent, stringent 
analysis; perhaps New Yorkers only will like Joseph Mitchell's little-known aspects 
of the city- THE BOTTOM OF THE HARBOR (Little, Brown); newsworthy certainly, and 
timed for the date of his arrival here, is Charles de Gaulle'’s THE EDGE OF THE SWORD 
(Criterion) ; the surest seller of the lot with strong publisher backing, Elizabeth 
Gray Vining’s RETURN TO JAPAN (Lippincott); Gilbert Highet also has a persuasive 
lectern-manner and THE POWERS OF POETRY (Oxford) will generate a broad appeal; and 
entertaining personal stories- Gerald Carson's THE ROGUISH WORLD OF DOCTOR BRINKLEY 


(Rinehart) and Jessica Mitford's DAUGHTERS AND REBELS (Houghton, Mifflin). See below 
for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 1 


Clements, Frank Putnam 
KARIBA: THE STRUGGLE WITH THE RIVER GOD $3.95 


Building a dam in Southern Rhodesia is a tremendous undertaking which cer- 

tainly deserves everyone's admiration, but Mr. Clements hasn't succeeded in making a 

particularly interesting book out of the struggle. The many difficulties - with 

nature and with the natives - are described in orderly fashion. However, the few 

attempts to dramatize these problems in terms of the people involved are not very 

satisfactory. A climatic chapter about "Operation Noah” - the rescuing of animals 

trapped in a man-made lake - has great appeal, although the most interesting part of 

this section revolves about the fact that there were more observers and journalists 
6 on the scene than rescuers taking part in the operation. A conscientious job with 

many photographs and two maps, but definitely only for those with a special, special 

interest. (LC:60-7284) 


March 10 

| 

Baerwaid, Marcus & Mahoney, Tom Abelard-Schuman | 
THE STORY OF JEWELRY $6.50 | 


All about gems and synthetic stones, where they are found, how they are 
handled, tested, valued and processed, this provides a great deal of information but 
not at the expense of the glamor which beautiful, and expensive, stones hold for most 
people. From the diamond, the hardest end most valuable, and some of the greatest of 
these, to the pearl with its "unearthly" glow, the corundum gems- the ruby and sap- 
phire, the emerald and other beryls, down to the semi-precious stones, this provides 
the essential facts in each case. There are chapters on fashion and styling in 
jewelry, on its care and upkeep, on rings and their sentimental traditions, as well 
as a state by state list of where certain gems can be found and a month by month list 
of birthstones. A glossary- and photographs. 


March 15 


Stevenson, Adlai E. Random House 
PUTTING FIRST THINGS FIRST 3.00 


This is a collection of speeches, given during 1959 before businessmen, 
© students, educators and civic groups, in which Mr. Stevenson discusses the democratic 
attitude toward world economic development, arms control, Red China, the Middle East, 
the purposes of business enterprise, the responsibilities of private power, public 
education and the dilemma of urban renewal. Defining the two most dangerous realities 
facing the post-war world as the multiplication of nuclear weapons and the disparity 
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in living standards between the rich nations and the poor, he stresses the necessity of 
the U.S. taking the initiative in the arduous search for controlled disarmament and he 
urges that the U.S. put economic development on the same levei of urgency as national 
defense. He deplores the fact that the main lines of American military and foreign policy 
are still those of 1947-1952 and, far from subscribing to the notion that the U.S. is 
tottering on the edges of bankruptcy, he maintains that the U.S. is ready for a new awake- 
ning and the achievement of greater goals. Though he discusses both fundamental aims and 
the content of policies this contribution to the public debate remains general rather than 
specific. 


March 21 


Tuleja, Thaddeus Norton 
CLIMAX AT MIDWAY $3.95 


In the current wave of books dealing with the Pacifi:: War. -t is refreshing to 
find one bobbing up which combines the three nautical graces cf siyie, accuracy and ob- 
jectivity. This author, a Navy man with considerable technical, as weli as verbal skill, 
has produced a fascinating and credible picture of what really happened at Midway in 19h2. 
His characterization of Admiral Spruance is excellent; his surprisingly unbiased view of 
Admiral Yamamoto giving that brilliant officer his due as well. The fleets of the two men 
move toward each other, converge. Yorktown is mortally wounded. Three Japanese carriers 
are likewise stricken. The sky is filled with the burning planes of both sides. And when 
the smoke has finally cleared, the Imperial Japanese Fleet is seen streaking away from its 
first major defeat in four hundred years. Painstaking research supports each page, although 
all is well blended into the main narrative. (1C:60-5849) 


March 24 


Shaw, Arnold Chilton © 
-ELAFONTE An Unauthorized Biography $3.50 


The glamour oi Harry Belafonte, singer, actor, and sex idol of millions of 
Americans, pervades this book and gives rise to a certain confusion. In dissecting so 
Clearly and well the entertainer's attitudes--his violent refusal to accept second class 
citizenship, his aggressiveness, his shyness, his fastidious approach to his work--it is 
easy to be swept to the conclusion that ail these facts amount to a significant statement 
about a man of titanic stature or about a trend on the part of Americans to forsake racial 
prejudice. But what in fact one concludes upon second thought from this biography is that 
the one time pop singer was shrewd, in his recognition of his limitations, to ebandon 
that field and switch to folk music for which he had more feeling, sympathy, srd background. 
That from the moment of his switch he pursued a careful and diligent vrcesrem, notivated by 
his own ambition and by the need nurtured in his slum background and °. tre ciass conscious 
Jamaica, where, as a child, he lived. And from the fact thet Belafonte is loved by millions 
of white women, is married to a white dancer, one cannot, unfortunately, assume a social 
revolution, but merely that the long, lean singer, who, in his open white shirt and tight 
trousers, moves with the ease of a panther, is an unusually attractive and talented man, a 
man who recognizes the power of sexual and dramatic magnetism. A bock to interest students 
of commercial music and the fans, of which, fortunately for Arnold Shaw, there are many. 
(LC:60-9123) 


March 25 
Shuman, David 0., D.O. & Crown 
Staab, George YOUR ACHING BACK $2.95 
Dr. Shuman is an osteopath, and he is very explicit here about that is known @ 


about the most common complaint of all- backache, what it may be caused by and what may 
help. He is also very definite- contraindicating traction, strepping, disk operstions, 
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diathermy and casts- and recommending some of the less well known improvements, 
curare and joint sclerotherapy (an injection which promotes the growth of scar 
tissue) as well as manipulation. Whether it's what used to be called lumbago, and 
now is more fashionably a disc, or the “low back diagnostic catchall"~- your 
sacroiliac, and for many other general back conditions these therapies are highly 
successful. Some general precautionary words on clothes, diet, exercise, beds, 

etc. will benefit everyone, certainly in the middle years when back troubles become 
manifest although structural conditions may have obtained for far longer.... Direct, 
firm and convincing. (LC:60-8618) 


March ?? 


Magalaner, Marvin Abelard-Schuman 
TIME OF APPRENTICESHIP $4.00 


Report repeated from the September lst, 1959, bulletin when scheduled for 
fall publication, as follows: "This is a precise and impassioned examination of the al- 
so precise and passionate mind of James Joyce. Starting from the view that many 
people seem to think that Joyce possessed in childhood the full wisdom and craft 
later displayed in Ulysses and Finnegan's Wake, Mr. Magalaner disproves this by 
examining Joyce's sources (Ibsen, Nietzsche, Dante, religion, life, etc.) and by 
showing how and where, and in what painstakingly revised, telescoped or expanded 
forms, they appear in his later work. He also traces the transformations within 
Joyce's own work, chiefly in the development of Dubliners from the earlier published 
short stories, and 4 /ortra:it from Stephen Hero- but with excursions after flying 
associations into the later works as well. It is an investigation of a mind going 
from the particular to the universal, from the fine points of style (shifts of tense, 
sentence construction, etc.) to the consolidationofcharacters and sources and scenes 
and symbols. It is described lucidly, intently, and with deceptive ease- for that 
special literary audience". (1LC:59-6018) 


April 1 


Douglas, Jack Dutton 
NEVER TRUST A NAKED BUS DRIVER $2.50 


More of the delirious world of the author of My Brother Was An Only Child 
displays his interpretations of confessionals, biographies, racing cars, moving 
picture stars, self help, show business, restaurants and menus, funerals, advertise- 
ments, etc. These long - and short - nonsense attacks on contemporary manifestations 
have their goony moments which may have an appeal for the new type of today's humor 
but they do not always achieve the target at which they are aimed. (LC:60-5988) 


Mayall, R. Newton & Margaret W. Putnam 
BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO THE SKIES $2.50 


To the amateur astronomer, this brief handbook extends an invitation as 
well as the most basic information on what to observe when. It is based on Olcott's . 
Field Book of the Skies, and the charts which are used are taken from this book which 
is recommended for further study. With the naked eye, or a binocular, the beginner 
will learn to recognize the chief constellations, the brightest stars, Sputniks, 
meteors and clusters, the moon and the planets, as well as certain phenomena of the 
heavens- and the tabulation at the close lists, alphabetically, the constellations 
and provides note on their seasonal appearance, location, character and special 
details. There are approximately 60 sky charts, maps and illustrations. (LC:60-8477) 
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April 4 


Chaudhuri, Nirad St. Martin's Press 
A PASSAGE TO ENGLAND $3.75 © 


When Indian writer Nirad Chaudhuri was invited by the BBC to visit England in 
1955 to write some Overseas Service broadcasts for them, he had never been abroad. A 
convinced homebody, he set out =t the age of fifty-seven to spend eight weeks in Europe, 
five of these in London. Despite the wry association of the title with Forster's classic 
on India, this reverse, of the man up from the provinces to see the England, is more kin 
to our own Washington Irving. The author is constantly surprised, first because he was 
admonished not to expect England to live up to its literature -- for he was apt to see life 
through literature -- and then found that England indeed confirmed rather than destroyed 
the dream. He was surprised at the absence of people e” masse, at the absence indeed of 
women he could consider beautiful, at the appearance of Churchill in the House of Commons, 
at the effect of a climate that revealed to him for the first time the third dimension and 
of the weather that he found quite predictabie, though his hosts seemed never to accustom 
themselves to it. He is alert to national dangers -- to the leveling effect of the Welfare 
State, a state of British conscience rather then economics, he thinks, and to a present 
interest in culture that actually balks civilization. In the chinks between encounters 
come thoughts on Indian versus English outlooks on love, on life and death...altogether, a 
pensive, rather pedagogic view colored with the kind concern and underlying humor of an 
appreciative and individualistic gentleman. 


April 7 


Bennett, Richard Houghton Mifflin 
THE BLACK AND TANS Tha $ 2 


This is a reasonable and fairminded account of a melancholy episode in recent 
Irish history in which both Crown and rebels share in the follies and brutalities of a @ 
turbulent era. The General Election of 1918 brought an overwhelming victory in Ireland 
for the Sein Fein party which originally had the aim of reducing the British administration 
by passive resistance. But in keeping with Lloyd George's policies of attrition a new 
force was incorporeted, in 1920, into the Royal Irish Constabulary and came to be known, 
by the uniforms they wore, as the Black and Tans. They were not the sweepings of English 
gaols as Irish propagandists claimed but their appearances hardly suggested that they had 
been selected, as Winston Churchill said, "from a great press of applicants on account of 
their intelligence, their characters and their records in the war". The author describes, 
with clarity, the military, political and economic events of the year 1920 which came to 
resemble “a counter-murder association" until the Truce declared in July of 1921 put an 
end to the "Tan" war. A dismal record from which few heroes emerge. 








Seymour, Harold Oxford 
BASEBALL: THE EARLY YEARS $7.50 


Dr. Seymour, a Professor, and once the batboy of the Brooklyn Dodgers, has 
combined the techniques of the historian with a longstanding enthusiasm in this first of 
a two volume story of baseball, as it evolved from a child's game to a young gentleman's 
sport to a big business monopoly, “with its inevitable loss of character as a sport”. 
From its earliest origins (the Fnglish rounders), to its first team- the rather select 
Knickerbockers, to the formation of other clubs and The Association- this is an extensive 
coverage of baseball decade by decade; its clubs- along with their labor policies, operation, 
rivalries and wars; the changes and improvements in the game; its players, devotees, 
language and literature-- all reflecting many aspects of American life. It's a ively 
playback, in which the highly competitive spirit of the game- the sometimes outlandish 
spectacle to which it has led- is not subdued by the tremendous amount of factual informa- @ 
tion on which this is based. There should certainly be a substantial spectator interest 
in a book of this kind. (1C:60-5799) 
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April 11 


Altieri, James Bobbs-Merrill 
THE SPEARHEADERS $5.00 


A first-hand account of the first American Ranger battalions, this is 
mainly concerned with Fox Company whose spirit and achievements were equalled by 
other units. The challenge to match the reputation and deeds of the British Com- 
mandos enlisted determined volunteers, and their realistic combat training, in 
Ireland and Scotland in 1942, resulted in success for the experiment so that, al- 
though Fox Company's first engagement was in mass battle in Algeria, it was well 
groomed for raids in Tunisia and to carry on its spearheading tactics through the 
Sicilian and Italian campaigns and further the fame of its operations. This is an 
intimate account of the author's companions and officers, particularly of Major 
Darby's strong leadership, of the beginning of a new field of offensive warfare to 
meet the standards and demands of modern war- and of a tradition, of battle sequences, 
and of the amazing records that "Darby's Rangers" made. A warm-hearted tribute to 
those who lost their lives and to those who endured to build up not only a spirit but 
a currently used training program, this fills in another section of World War II 
service activities in a lively manner. Photographs. (1C:60-7164) 


Lincoln, E. S. Bobbs—Merrill 
PIONEER OF THE GREAT TRANSITION $3.00 


This biography of Frank Julian Sprague chronicles his achievements in the 
field of electric traction, mass transportation, the expansion of the electric in- 
dustry, controls and safety devices, and his influence on the growth of cities through 
these. Born in Connecticut, raised in Massachusetts, he went to the U. S. Naval 
Academy by mistake (he thought he was going to take the tests for West Point) and in 
his studies there became more and more interested in the possibilities of electricity, 
kept a notebook of possible inventions, and, as Secretary of the Jury of Awards for 
the Crystal Palace Exhibition after graduation, became assured of the potentials 
electricity provided. Work with Edison, his own company, and the many successful 
firsts he produced, led to the development of electrified trolley cars, subways, rail- 
roads and the ubiquitous elevator. England and the cities of the United States made 
use of his talents and he continued his feverish work pattern to his death at 75. A 
tribute to a neglected pioneer, this is an account more of Sprague's professional life 
than his personal and as such is of first interest to engineers, scientists, inventors, 
and those in the field of electronics. (1C:60-7161) 


Reymond, Lizelle Roy 
MY LIFE WITH A BRAHMIN FAMILY $4.50 


In quest of enlightenment, Lizelle Reymond, a French writer, worldly, the 
product of the best European culture can offer 2 woman, isolates herself within a 
strict Kumaon Himalayan household. At first it is a trying ordeal. The self- 
possessed, adaptable woman finds, for the first time in her life, that she cannot in 
any real way communicate with her hosts despite her studies of Indian matters. She 
is under constant scrutiny, politely mocked for her attention to grooming--she hesi- 
tates to visit the reverend Maharaja in a Sari in which she has slept--and is treated 
with a totally formal politeness. But when she meets the naked Maharaja, an ascetic, 
and subsequently begins to undergo various Brahmin disciplines, she is initiated into 
a warm Indian home. This story of her rewarding acceptance by her adopted family is 
unique in the educated insights it provides, and should be of particular interest to 
students of the East, and to those who enjoy their travelogues peppered with intense 
personal incident. (LC:59-14953) 














-172- | Non-fiction February 15, 1960 


April 11 


Bradford, Ernle World @ 
THE MIGHTY HOOD $4.95 


From a World War I launching, through good will cruises of the twenties and 
political cruises of the thirties, to a tragic climax in 1941, here is the story of 
Britain's mightiest ship---Battlecruiser HMS Hood. But because the author has uncommon 
narrative scope, his book is considerably more. It is a compendium of the entire British 
Navy---of its habits, prejudices, and especially of the caliber of its men--during the 
last twenty years of its waning glory. Capping it all off is a brief but vivid section 
on Hood's fatal encounter with the great German Bismarck in the Denmark Strait---this is 
described with so much more polish and fervor than C.S. Forester's recent entire book on 
that fight, that the Forester seems hopelessly clumsy by comparison. Excellent sea fare! 
(LC: 59-11532) | 


Aprix 13 
Chase, Stuart a Harper 
LIVE AND LET LIVE “ $3.50 


A cogent plea for national and international planning, in which Stuart Chase 
marshals his facts, presents his theories, and backsthem up with sound arguments- so that 
any open-minded reader is convinced of his major premises if, perhaps, occasionally still 
challenging his procedures. This is one of his more important books, for it deals with 
the problem facing humanity- peace or war. He approaches his subject by social, economic 
and historical steps, seeing the crisis of our time as applied technology now out of control. 
He looks back at an earlier society, the industrial revolution, the economy of abundance- 
and forward to a time to live in which survival, security, creative expression and advance 
of knowledge are the goals. His answer to the chaotic transition of today is- "Educate 
citizens to be bored with junk and to demand a valid and life-giving output". He makes 
an extensive program of the steps to be taken if a planned peace is to be obtained; at 
home it involves the determination of national needs, an inventory of resources and a pro- 
gram to balance the two; it also asks for a wider acceptance of national responsibility in 
education, health, production, public housing. Krushchev's four year plan for world dis- 
armament must receive serious attention on the international front. Chase is convinced 
that Russians have not worked toward progress to risk its destruction, and we must bring 
our economy into balance and gear it toward better service to mankind. (LC: 60-7522) 





Kohn, Hans Scribner 


THE MIND OF GERMANY Lf -”" IL, $5.95 


This is a first-rate study of the ideas and ideology which have made the German 
people what they are. Going back as far as the Middle Ages, Professor Kohn, like a de- 
tective, follows the trails of ideas which have been swimming in German heads for several 
centuries and have found their way to the present. It has taken a century of brutal wars 
and a final total collapse to make a dent in some of these ideas, but the Germans seem to 
believe now that much of their trouble was a result of an intellectual isolation which 
only superficially considered the realities of the world around them. In so many German 
ideas can be found the magic force of wishful thinking. But, as the author writes,; there 
is no inevitability in history, and it is quite interesting to see how and why Germany 
went the way she did when there were always alternative paths. Dr. Kohn does a particu- 
larly admirable job in giving us the basic idea content of Germany's great intellectuals. 
Goethe, Nietzsche, Heine, Schiller, Marx, Schlegel, and others are examined in the context 
of the whole German mind. Perhaps even more fascinating are those who were little known 
outside Germany but whose profound influence on German thinking helped prepare the way 
for the rise of Hitler and the subsequent catastrophe. It is ironic that the Germans, © 
who have always had an oversentimentalized approach to their own virtue, should have 
finally ended up committing the worst crimes in history. But Prof. Kohn sees great 
promise in the Germany of the present, which is now attached to the West and slowly 
learning the ways of democratic rule. (LC: 60-6329) 
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April 15 


Dooley, Thomas A., M.D. Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE NIGHT THEY BURNED THE MOUNTAIN $3.95 


This continues Dr. Dooley's story, from the time when The Edge of Tomorrow 
was written and $500,000 in cash and a million dollars in drugs was raised to enable 
Dr. Dooley to bring his Medico team back to the little village where Laos, China and 
Burma meet. There the clinic, which was based on Dr. Schweitzer's philosophy and the 
premise that Asians must be helped to help Asians, continued its fight against the 
diseases of filth, ignorance and privation. In the year to come, there was of course 
the increasing pressure of the threat of Communist aggression- as well as Communist 
propaganda. And the year ends with the telegram which summoned him home to Memorial 
Hospital for the operation on the malignant melanoma which he has not permitted to 
interfere with the continuation of his work- back in Laos.... Dr. Dooley's story, ex- 
ceptional in both determination and dedication, has had tremendous coverage in the 
press and popular media- and it is to be presumed that it will not diminish the 
interest in this continuationof iis story. He has a wide following. (LC:60-9079) 


April 18 


Deutsch, Ronald M. Holt 
IS EUROPE NECESSARY? $2.95 


Super-expertise on European traveling makes the most of cliche-sniping in 
these articles on the fundamentals so often covered by guidebooks. Here the planning 
for the trip, the clothes and packing, foreign languages, the ocean crossing, kodak- 
as-you-go activities, food, bargains, sightseeing, etc., are guyed unmercifully and 
the overworked remarks and phrases “re scored to the point of inanity (a la Frank 
Sullivan and his cliche expert series). A take off that often does take cff for more 
than a dim smile, this should be one of those runaway going away presents for the 
coming vacation crop. (LC:60-7606) 


~ 
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Knollenberg, Bernhard ‘ Macmillan 
ORIGIN OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION $7.50 


This scholarly study of the underlying causes of the American Revolution 
by an authority on that conflict is "the outgrowth of an effort to discover why the 
principal British colonies in North America were on the point of rebellion in 
1765-66," ten years before 1776, when the shooting started. Some of the causes of 
irritation were obscure or local; among the more infuriating to the colonists were: 
British efforts to sap the power of colonial governments; writs empowering British 
customs officers to search private homes; efforts to establish Church of England 
bishops in Congregational communities; acts, such as the Sugar Act, restraining Cco- 
ionial trade; the American Act of 1764, imposing more trade restrictions and taxing 
the colonists to support troops who failed to protect frontier settlements from 
Indians; the Stamp Act of 1765, repealed because of colonial fury but followed by 
more taxes, including the famous one on tea. Carefully documented and annotated, in 
no way intended for casual reading, this book, the result of long research, is one 
for historians and students only. It belongs in all collections of Revolutionary 
source material and in the more comprehensive of American historical libraries. 


(LC:59-10990) 
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April 18 


Murray, Thomas E. World © 
NUCLEAR POLICY FOR WAR AND PEACE $4.00 


* Clear, emphatic and valuable is this informed statement by a man who served on 
the Atomic Energy Commission for seven years and came to be known as its "conscience". 
He traces the sorry history of American nuclear strategy from his point of view of moral 
horrors which springs from the public's acceptance of a national policy based on massive 
retaliation. Again and again he states that the super-bomb, whose destructive capacity 
beggars the imagination, is an immoral "weapon of violence" that in no way guarantees 
American security and is too deadly to be called a "military" weapon. Our irrational 
effort to stockpile these bombs is based on & cart-before-the-horse attitude in which 
technology and military strategy dominate political decisions. So far, we have not de- 
veloped a rational plan for nuclear armament confined to the use of "third generation" 
nuclear weapons, such as atomic artillery, etc. This would permit limited warfare, not 
engender potentially catastrophic fallout, and put force behind our political maneuvers. 
He suggests a plan calling for a distinction to be made between large and small atomic 
weapons- and a neutral international agency to conduct bomb-for-bomb dismantling of 
American and Russian megaton bombs. It is a large order, but he feels this is more prac- 
tical than expecting the Russians to permit foreign observers on their soil to watch for 
clandestine bomb tests. All aspects of national, international and peacetime atomic policy 
get straightforward commentary in this important book that like Fallout (page 128) should 
be must reading for every American who wants to come to some understanding of forces that 
are now capeble of changing the destiny of mankind in minutes. (LC:60-6686) 

$ 
April 19 


Crane, Katherine St. Martin's Press © 
MR. CARR OF STATE $6.00 


Wilbur John Carr was administrator of the State Department for about forty 
years, during which time he managed to organize the Consular Service on a sound merit- 
system basis. While administrations and Secretaries of State came and went, Mr. Carr 
remained, keeping the organization he administered well oiled and ready to serve the 
country in all crises. He had the same problems that all Washington administrators 
have: the constant struggle for adequate funds; the battle to keep politics out of the 
Consular Service; the hiring and firing of personnel; etc. He was patient, conscientious 
and dedicated, like many public servants in Washington who with admirable modesty and 
great efficiency keep the government working while the politicians are busy setting head- 
lines. This is a record rather than a biography, for the author has a somewhat colorless, 
documentary style which, more or less, suits the subject at hand. (1LC:60-8981) 


April 20 *} (\ 
Mitford, Jessica , Houghton, Mifflin 
DAUGETERS OF REBELS V $4.00 


* Jessica Mitford is the youngest of the seven children of Lord and Lady Redes- 
dale, and three of her six sisters have already been conspicuous in the public eye; the 
tart-tongued Nancy who "broke ground" for the others-- and Unity and Diana who were so 
prominently pro-Hitler. All of them came by their non-conformity naturally, and Jessica's 
story- which begins with her childhood and ends at World War II- has some highly enter- 
taining family scenes dominated by a fiery father and a notional mother (he disapproved of 
many things- particularly his sons-in-law; she mistrusted all doctors and medicines, and 
had some curious economies.) Unity and Diana's growing commitment to Fascism helped to @ 
confirm Jessica's youthful espousal of what her parents considered "Ballroom Communism". 
They took it more seriously when she ran off to cover the Spanish Civil War with Esmond 
Romilly (Churchill's nephew and her cousin) and forced them to agree to their marriage. 

They returned to England where she lost a baby, headed on to America, and the book concludes 
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with the three years of their marriage (Esmond was killed in the war) and their 
carefree, confident time here, in and out of money, in and out of jobs..... All of it 
is high- spirited and resilient, so that to the snob appeal of the eccentricities of 
the British peerage it adds a fresh attraction of its own. (1C:60-7569) 


April 20 


Mitchell, Joseph Little, Brown 
THE BOTTOM OF THE HARBOR $3.95 


This is a series of sketches about marine life and some unusual mariners in 
and around present-day New York City. Written in a tone of nostalgia, relying to a 
great extent on human interest appeal, the result is a skillful blending of natural 
history, social comment and the personal profile. The book might be compared to a 
combination of John Kiernan's recent 4 Natural History of New York and Meyer Berger. 
The author traces the origins of Sloppy Louie's sea food restaurant at 92 South Street 
- the main street in the Fulton Fish Market; discusses the composition of New York 
Harbor; the rat menace on the waterfront and in some surprising areas within the city; 
and he laments the decline of the oyster industry on Staten Island's southern shore - 
once a thriving community founded before the Civil War by some free Negroes who came 
from the eastern shore of Maryland to work the oyster beds. There is a lengthy des- 
cription of the dragger fishing fleet which works out of Stonington, Connecticut in 
Fishers Island Sound, and of their most enterprising and respected captain - Ellery 
Thompson who is both oceanographer and amateur painter. He ends with an account of 
shadfishing and the rivermen in Edgewater, New Jersey - across the Hudson River from 
bese oe west side of Manhattan. Entertaining and painlessly informative. (LC:60- 

923 


De Ropp, Robert S. St. Martin's Press 
MAN AGAINST AGING $5.00 


The long view--- of the physical liabilities and losses of old age, as 
against the best of life which is yet to come- understanding and perhaps serenity, 
is forecast here in a discussion of scientific knowns placed within a broader lite- 
rary and philosophical context. Many of the myths, delusions as well as questionable 
experimentation in the eternal quest for youth (Steinach, Voronoff, Metchnikoff, de 
Kruif) are a part of the amplification of the processes of involution. The physical 
aspects of aging are seen in relation to sexual and hormone changes, the heart and 
the arteries, the skin, nutrition. If our life expectancy has increased, there are 
new problems posed in living longer- and the greatest single obstacle in the later 
years is the lack of challenge, sc that recommendations are made to revitalize this 
period of retirement and withdrawal. Geriatric guidance which is realistic and oe 
thoughtful without descending to popular panaceas and optimisms. 


April 21 


Mosley, Jean Bell Caxton 
WIDE MEADOWS $4.00 


A collection of childhood memories extols the sense of security and stability 
the author knew on an Ozark homestead farm and recalls the small flourishes and suitable 
rituals that made the necessary tasks lighter. The sensitivity to the seasons and the 
traditional family celebrations; the goodness and warmth that the grandparents and 
parents sustained with the three girls; the award of the silver spoon for an especially 
nice deed; the development of moral precepts without restrictive demands; friendliness 
and concern for neighbors - all the incidents have a healthy, sunbonnet-y atmosphere 
in which homely homilies are part of the established way of family life that had its 
gay simplicity. Pleasantly wholesome. (LC:60-5623) 
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April 21 


Smith, C. Ross Chilton 
IN SEARCH OF INDIA $6.50 © 








A commentary on our times may be found in travel books that talk more of ideas 
and ideologies than of sights and spectacles of far places. C. "oss Smith has paid heed 
to the personalities he met during his six-month tour of India with his wife - and heed 
to the philosophies and principles by which they live. But he has paid prime attention 
and even homage to the spiritual and historical monuments that live on amid an ancient 
people. He describes to us the caves of Ellora and Ajanta with appropriate thoughts on 
the monks who spent their lives carving a void that creates peace; he rejoices in 
Fatehpur-Siki, the abandoned city of Akbar that still gives out a sense of warmth and 
human delights; he shudders before the Parsi Towers of Silence where the followers of 
Zoroaster leave their dead to the vultures' purification; he is annoyed, really, by the 
paranoid fastidiousness of the vegetarian Jains who require visitors to divest themselves 
of leather garments before entering their temple; and he is rather shocked at the tole- 
rantly inclusive poses that adorn Hindu temples and hard put to explain them, to himself. 
He ponders the ways of East and West, and sees eat last a comparison: they immerse them- 
selves in the world, while we impose ourselves up on it. Not always smooth, not quick 
reading, but sincerely thoughtful and descriptive. Photographs. (LC:60-6482) 


Hyde, Vance Crowell 
ESPECIALLY FOR MOTHER $3.95 


Vance Hyde recorded her own satisfactions in her daughters in And kverything 
Nice (1959); here she has compiled an “Affectionate Anthology” of verse and shorter pieces 
reflecting moments and memories dear to a mother's heart. On becoming a mother, on being 
a mother- or a father, on the first day of school, or flying a kite, on the solidarity of 
the family scene, etc., etc.- all these sentimental commonplaces have recognition value 
for the kind of household where Mother is Mama and Father says Son. The literary level is ©} 
not much higher than the Mother's Day greeting card inscription- the occasion which sug- 
gests the most obvious market. (LC:60-8389) 


April 22 


Wilson, Charles Morrow Devin-Adair 
LET'S TRY BARTER $3.95 


An old American custom- the Indian trading post- is still operative ina sur- 
prising number of areas, and Charles Morrow Wilson is an enthusiastic exponent of this 
system of procuring commodities without cash as the “answer to inflation and the tax 
collector". All kinds of existing barter enterprises are investigated, from youth service 
shops to art galleries, from work barter to farm barter, credit, banking, as well as the 
extension of American goods abroad on which much of our foreign policy is based. Personal 
stories, particularly that of Redshaw, the King of Swap, who traffics in anything from 
rare jewels to real estate, illustrate the process in action. A market may not be easy 
to designate- but it's an idea with limitless possibilities for those with limited funds 
on hand. (LC:60-5121) 


April 25 
Eton, Peter & Leasor, James Bobbs=-Merrill 
WALL OF SILENCE $4.00 
This book has the distinct advantage of being a true adventure, for its story - 
the desperate search for millions in gold bullion stolen and hidden during World War II - @& 


has been the subject of many adventure novels. It begins with a slickly professional ac- 
count of the effect of the discovery of the gold by four German soldiers in Jugoslavia: 
one later shoots the other three in the Libyan desert. The narrative then shifts into the 
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first person with Mr. Eton, a BBC producer, telling of his accidental involvement - 
his motivation for finding the gold being the solution of an intellectual problem 
rather than avarice. Some of the situations are provocative with menace in the best 
Ambler tradition. However, the book is overlong and padded with lengthy scenes and 
tiresome re-created dialogue. In all, it lacks the crisp style and pace of a good 
adventure novel, but the strong opening situation many very well help to hold the 
interest of a reader who is excited by the fact that this is non-fiction. (LC:60-7675) 


April 25 


Truman, Harry S. Columbia University Press 
TRUMAN SPEAKS $3.00 


The former President spoke at Columbia in 1959, as the first Radnor Lecturer, 
and this is the transcript of three lectures given, along with the panel discussions 
which followed, and remarks at a special seminar and a reception. Truman discusses 
the office of the Presidency in the six capacities it involves; the Constitution; and 
hysteria in its manifestations from the witchhunt in Salem to McCarthyism. It's hard 
to say what permanent interest these lectures have- but Truman in his return appearance 
has lost nothing of his blunt, good humored ("I wasn't one of the great Presidents- 
but I had a good time trying to be one") probity. (1C:60-8389) 


Briand, Capt. Paul L., Jr. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
DAUGHTER OF THE SKY $3.95 


Amelia Earhart's mysterious disappearance in the Pacific forms the climax 
of this straightforward biography. The author, stationed at the US Air Force Academy 
in Colorado, has worked the facts into readable shape. Beginning with the cross- 
Atlantic flight that first won her public recognition, sketches of Miss Earhart's 
early years are inserted, as flashbacks, during this and subsequent flights. The 
technique is effective, though there is no attempt at more than surface characteriza- 
tion. The best writing, which purportedly describes the heroine's reactions to the 
sensations of flying, are clearly the author's own reactions. Additionally, he 
documents and subscribes to the theory that Miss Earhart landed on a Japanese island 
in the Pacific and that she and her navigator were shot as spies. A comprehensive 
book, but only for those extremely interested in the Earhart story. (LC:60-5457) 


Strang, Ruth Dutton 
HELPING YOUR GIFTED CHILD $4.95 


This is a concise and helpful book by a Professor of Education at Columbia 
University Teachers College. It defines the gifted child, distinguishing between 
various levels and areas of talent and indicating means of determining such faculties. 
It suggests ways in which parents and teachers can help the growth of specially en- 
dowed children and indicates problems which may be concomitant. The text covers 
children from infancy through adolescence, offering the bewildered parent a better 
opportunity to help the child whose potentials presage an extraordinarily productive 
adult. A comprehensive book with an introduction by the Principal of Hunter College 
High School. (LC:60-5974) 


Vining, Elizabeth Gray 7 Lippincott 
RETURN TO JAPAN : $4.50 Lv 


* That unusual lady who became tutor to Prince Akihito and came home to tell 
us about it in Windows for the Crown Prince here shares with her following another 
journey to Japan. Returning in 1957 to attend an international P.E.N. conference, 
she was touched by the discovery that funds had been raised to entertain the group by i 
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@ radio appeal to the people. Her sojourn gave rise to many memories, from a dangerous 

ride down Nagara River rapids after dark to the different excitement of participation in 

the meditation of Zen monks. Mrs. Vining has a lovely way of moving with equal ease from ®@ 
the conversation of a moment with illustrious friends or simply pleasant pecple to ab- 
sorption in the art of poetry or the telling of the tale behind The Jale of Genji (she 

finds affinities in the: lady writers Murasaki Shikibu and Jane Austen). She talks of the 
delights of a Japanese inn, of cormorant fishing, of sea bream, and, yes, if not kings -- 
royalty indeed. There are moving portraits here of the late Empress Dowager, of the young 
Princess who married a farmer now intent upon providing Okayama City with a zoo (let it be 
admitted, his farm is out of the ordinary!) and seemed to Mrs. Viming like so many ambitious 
young American couples working hard on a life together. The climax of her varied and 
friendly discourse comes with the romance and marriage of her own dearly loved student -- 
and she is careful to share all her delight with the product of her pedagogy and his 
progress, with a discreet humility! The shadow of the Occupation past, this is a warm, in- 
touch testimony to one woman's flair for friendship and grace in stepping over many thre- 
sholds. (LC:60-7435) 


Carson, Gerald Rinehart 
THE ROGUISH WORLD OF DOCTOR BRINKLEY $4.95 





A wonderful piece of skullduggery was "Dr." John Romulus (later Richard) Brink- 
ley who flourished during the '20s to meet with medical and federal resistance through 
the '30s and who died before his last debacle in 1942. A nobody from North Carolina, he 
came to medicine through back doors, phony certificates and diplomas, and con games, and 
achieved fame for himself and Milford, Kansas, with his rejuvenation operations for men 
in 1917; the radio became his personal mouthpiece and when it was forbidden him here he 
transferred his station to Mexico and kept right on; he fought the American Medical Academy, 
the Federal Radio Commission, Income Tax and died befor the Post Office Department caught 
up with him. The urge for sexual potency furthered his fortunes in Del Rio, Texas, and © 
his hospitals in Little Rock, Arkansas, were another source of income. His three tries 
for the Kansas governorship were field days for all, and his yachts, cars and planes carried 
his name to far places. The druggists flourished dispensing his prescriptions for his 
diagnoses over the radio; the Depression contributed to his wealth; no combination of 
circumstances defeated him, he simply pulled a switch in his techniques. This humbdug's 
biography (at variance with Clement Wood's (1934)) is lively, even bouncy, for the man's 
ability to make use of human gullibility had genius, his medical and promotion methods were 
amazing, and he certainly stands as a phenomenon of his times. For those who remember - 
and those who do not - this will be hearty, dumbfounding reading. (LC:60-5989) 


MacKendrick, Paul St. Martin's 
THE MUTE STONES SPEAK $7.50 


This excellent, scholarly - yet far from pedantic - study of archaeology in 
Italy emphasizes the finds of the post-war period. The author's chief interest is in how 
various archaeological finds further illuminate the history of Italy. In this manner he 
deals first with prehistoric Italy, the Etruscans and early Rome; then the reigns of Rome's 
famous rulers - Sulla, Pompey, Caesar, Augustus, Trajan and through to Hadrian. Here he 
offers vivid descriptive reconstructions of buildings commissioned by these celebrated 
figures and their historical significance. There are chapters, too, about Vesuvius, the 
achievements of Roman engineering and an account of the strict rules and procedures of 
scientific archaeological excavation. The style is clear and simple, and the author is 
expert not only at analyzing finds through inscriptions, the nature of building materials, 
etc., but is also a sensitive art critic with a fine historical sense. A detailed book © 
suitable for the reader particularly interested in the field and extremely useful for those 
planning a visit to Italy. (LC:60-8767) 
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April 25 2% 


Murray, Kathryn with Simon & Schuster 
Hoffman, Betty Hannah $3.50 
MY HUSBAND, ARTHUR MURRAY 


Written in a pleasant, easygoing manner this is a readable but fundamentally 
characterless account of life with America's most famous dancing teacher. Born Murray 
Teichman on New York's lower East Side Arthur Murray demonstrated, as a young man, an 
exceptional ability to make money. By the time he married Kathryn Kohnfelder in 1925 
he had $100,000 in the bank and his mail order dancing lessons were netting him 
$35,000 a year. The Depression broke them but by 1938 Arthur had made a million, had 
established the Arthur Murray franchise all over the country and had formed his inter- 
national branch studios. In 1950 Kathryn Murray went into television, reluctantly at 
first, and she has some good natured, amusing stories to tell about their early 
failures - the critics deplored them and they were choice subjects for parody. But 
she managed to persevere and Arthur shrewdly turned the parody in their own favor. 

If Kathryn Murray emerges from this account as a basically plucky person there has 
never been much debate about Arthur's popularity. She admits that he doesn't like to 
tip doormen or hat check girls, that he has been dictatorial and tactless and that he 
is not a "fashionable" kind of employer (which is her euphemistic way of explaining 
her husband's opposition to the CIO) but she insists that Arthur's petty economies 
are compensated for by his paternalistic largess and that, at heart, he would rather 
be unambitious Murray Teichman than rich Arthur Murray with an ulcer. T.V. fame and 


—— in the Saturday Evening Post has already established this market. (1c: 
0-3009 


April 26 


de Gaulle, Charles Criterion 
Hopkins, Gerard- transl. $3.50 
THE EDGE OF THE SWORD 


First published in 1932 but revised as late as the forties, this is a series 
of five essays on The Conduct of War, Of Prestige, Of Doctrine, Of Politics and The 
Soldier, The book is being published simultaneously here by Criterion and by Faber 
and Faber in London and an aide de camp of General de Gaulle confirms that the book, 
then as now, expresses the author's philosophical convictions. Written in a tone of 
absolute assurance, in a manner both dramatic and eloquent, this is a brief though 
striking exposition of de Gaulle's concepts of the nature of war and the leader. He 
discusses the elements of a valid military action, the requisites of the commander, 
and he describes the man of character as having recourse only to himself, a readiness 
to launch great undertakings and a determination to see through to the end what he 
does attempt. He believes that men, in their hearts, can no more do without being 
controlled than they can live without food, drink and sleep, and that the mainsprings 
of command are to be found in the personal prestige of the leader. Above ali else 
what can be looked for in the leader is the power to dominate events, leave his mark 
on them and to assume responsibility for the consequences of his action. In dealing 
with the philosophy of war and politics he indicates the strategic losses suffered 
by France in following a body of theory built upon abstractions, and he insists that 
whet the French need is a taste for the concrete, a sense of proportion and an eye for 
realities. There can be little doubt whom General de Gaulle has in mind in defining 
the requisites of greatness. Recent events and his proposed visit here will focus 
additional attention on his book. (LC:59-12197) 


Apr 7 Rh 


Bronowski, J. Harper 
& Mazlish, Bruce $7.50 l~ 
THE WESTERN INTELLECTUAL TRADITION 


With Leonardo da Vinci as a point of departure and Hegel as a finale, the 
authors have constructed an able and interesting structure that accounts for about 
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400 years of western civilization or the total period of the Renaissance, “when the 
impulse to individuality" was doomed by the Industrial, the French and the American 
Revolutions. “The experience of the French Revolution and of Napoleon, the philosophy 
of Hegel, marks the transition from dynastic empires and tradition to nation states and © 
charismatic authority, from revolution to the possibilities of dictatorships; and be- 
cause these movements and ideas contain the seeds of all totalitarian states, of the right 
and of the left, it seems to us a natural close to the book - and a natural window onto 
our times":- this is the rather original concept from which the 26 chapters that follow 
stem - in orderly, informed and persuasive fashion. Excellent in style, with points 
alertly made, this will not confine itself to a scholarly audience alone as a fresh review 
of the bases of our culture, for the non-professional follower of intellectual history 
will find this? croundwork rewarding. 
April 27 V 
Redefer, Frederick L. & Harper 
Reeves, Dorothy CAREERS IN EDUCATION \ $4.00 


This book is aimed at those who have taught for twenty years as well as those 
who are looking for their first job and it emphasizes the importance of planning ahead- 
since the experience you may have had, or the position or salary you may be looking for, are 
restrictive factors in changing jobs in this field. After determining what you want to do 
(school vs. college, teacher vs. supervisor or principal) and where, and then matching it 
up, this then goes on to indicate agencies and organizations which are helpful -- and in 
considerable detail, the preparation of letters of inquiry, data sheets, references, pre- 
paratory to the personal interview. A last section deals with college courses and job 
clinics which should extend this guidance to students. Sound and specific. (LC:60-7567) 


Adams, J. Donald Houghton, Mifflin 
COPEY OF HARVARD $5.00 @ 


This portrait of the great teacher, catalyst and stimulus, is a warm and 
capacious tribute to the man who was not only a legend in his lifetime but an enduring 
influence- as the testimony of the many men whose writing he sparked and shaped in English 
12 affirms over.and over again in the pages here. For his private “alumni association" 
provides many of the letters, reminiscences, engaging small stories which are used now to 
demonstrate his wit, his often brutal sarcasms, and then his tremendous warmth toward all 
the young men he taught, to whom he communicated his enthusiasm and true critical judgment 
rather than the scholarship with which he was often impatient. Maine born, educated at 
Harvard where (as he would be in later years) he was outdistanced by Kittredge, Copey re- 
turned to Harvard as an instructor. His lectures, his readings, his writing classes made | 
him the outstanding figure there, anc the best loved. He had no personal life outside of | 
those he taught- and there were those who were put off by him. Adams, whose admiration 
and affection is clear, also includes dissenting opinions, and his idiosyncrasies, his 
frailties, his sometimes suspect showmanship, his dread of death and his desire for immor- 
tality are all part of the character so well, so fondly and so fully remembered here. He 
may still find a captive audience-- among those who would like to remember Harvard's Golden 
Age and to share in Copeland's legacy to many writers and publishers prominent today. 


Randall, John *. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LANDSCAPE AND THE LOOKING GIASS 49. §\2% ) $5675 


In spite of earnest scholarship, which won him the New England Literary Fellow- 
ship Award in American Studies, and in spite of- or perhaps because of- many, many words, 
this study of Willa Cather's work seems somehow to beg the main issue. Mr. Randall has 
applied the methods of the Newer Criticism to Willa Cather's books, in an attempt to © 
errive at her values. Granting that he is trying to place her on the frontier between the 
19th and 20th century where she rightly belongs, he seems frustrated by her essentially 
poetic talents. He accuses her of not facing reality, of working always toward happy 








February 15, 1960 Non-fiction ~iRie 


endings (let us think of 0 Pioneers and The Professor's House), of offering no 
solutions to life's problems. He finds a lack of maturity in A Lost Lady and My 
Antonia which may be a direct projection of Randall's search for sociologically 
suitable answers. No one who knows Willa Cather's work can deny what he stresses, 
that it is complex and paradoxical, that she writes best when tapping her unconscious. 
But it takes a fine eye to see a fine thing, and Mr. Randall, for all his critical 
acumen, seems unaware that beneath Willa Cather's apparent pessimism and despair with 
modernity, there as a warm, vibrant, robust nature, subtly attuned to some of the 
spiritual forces of the future. His mistake seems to be in applying the yardstick of 
utility. She once said "Shelley was useful, if you like that word, only as all true 
poets are because they refresh and recharge the spirit of those who can read their 
language." Obviously Mr. Randall is not refreshed and recharged. This is his loss. 
But one can question whether his book will eoeraes affect Will Cather’ s stature 
and repute. (1C0:60-6225) row “nwelecrk Ruartin all ey 98 


April 27 


Wibberley, Leonard Ives Washburn 
THE LAND THAT ISN'T THERE $3.75 


This time Wibberley (No Garlic in the Soup) takes only Kevin and Tricia on 
his travels, here to Ireland to show them why he was an Irishman, and their two month 
stay is a string of stories, incidents, small villages and lots of people. Connemara 
and its lack of modern equipment brings them fishing and boating adventures, some 
ghosts, two cars, horse races, gypsies and tinkers, a very mixed up music festival, 
and a scurry or two when they run out of money. The three agree that Ireland is a 
"happy kind of place in a sad kind of way" and their excursions - which are conside- 
rably more domestic than T. H. White's The Godstone and the Blackymor - have that 
atmosphere of the unexpected that is this author's signature. Illustrated by Ernie 
Melchior. (LC:60-9574) 


j 


April 26 PP , 1/22 


Bolles, Blair Doubleday 
MEN OF GOOD INTENTIONS: $3.95 
The President and Washington's Scandals 


Starting with the proposition that corruption in U.S. Government grows 
steadily worse, yet armed with Paine's idea that "nothing of reform in the political 
world ought to be held improbable," this journalist seeks answers through a study of a 
the Presidency and presidential staff. He starts with the pathetic Warren Harding, Ae 
showing that incapable man as a prisoner of the vicious, crooked men who surrounded 
him. Then, down through incidents involving such questionable characters as Harry 
Vaughn or Sherman Adams, each succeeding president is seen as a man of "good inten- 
tions" who becomes increasingly powerless to control corruption from within. Solu- 
tions follow chapter upon chapter of criticism. A less complex White House organiza- 
tion, a stronger Presidency, and a government of departments and not unattached 
agencies, are some of them. Thoughtful reading for this election year. (1C:60-8854) 


Highet, Gilbert Oxford 
THE POWERS OF POETRY $6.00 


* Gilbert Highet, author of The Classical Tradition and the most sincere and 
delightful Poets in a Landscape as well as many other books, is one of our most artful 
hidden persuaders. In this latest interpretation of poetry, he uses his skill to make 
accessible and appealing a great many poets, from Shakespeare to Dylan Thomas. In 
these essays, well written, never too long or too profound, he seems to stand beside 
the reader, using a personal, assuring approach. This obviously is a democratic book. 
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Its insights are often good- sometimes questionable, as in the case of E.E. Cummings 

whom Highet does not recognize as the fine love lyricist he is. This should prove as 

popular a book of literary criticism as criticism can ever be. It will be used widely ® 
in schools and colleges and homes, and should be a welcome help to all who are mystified 

by poetry and would like to widen their appreciation of this mediun. (LC:60-7062 ) 


April 29 


Meany, Tom Dutton 
THE YANKEE STORY / $3.95 


A veteran sports writer (Babe Ruth; Baseball's Greatest series, etc.) takes an 
admiring look at the Damn Yankees and the tradition (not money, not luck) which has given 
them a four decade dominance of American baseball. If the “intangibles” of this success 
remain somewhat intangible, not so the characteristics of the Yankee player acquired through 
the years-- he is "mannerly, quiet," with an "almost aristocratic assumption" of his own 
excellence. Much of it too seems to be due to its managerial excellence, so that this ac- 
count of the Yankees is as much that of its managers, Barrow and MacPhail and of course the 
remarkable, unorthodox Stengel- as it is that of its great players, from the outsized 
reality of Babe Ruth to Gehrig and DiMaggio and Mantle and Berra. All in all, it provides 
a solid line-up of a go-getter operation and of some great performers, and Meany- an ex- 
perienced sports writer- hustles with the best of them. (LC:60-5985) 


ONE ART BOOK- PUBLISHED 


Haftman, Werner Abrams 
EMIL NOLDE $15.00 
A Northern German, Emil Nolde, the German expressionist, is a unique figure. @ 


Pre-dating his fellow expresionists by more than a decade, rooted to the brooding soil of 
his homeland and deeply attracted to its antithesis, the warm and exotic, he developed an 
oil and water color style that was as unique as it was powerful. In this book, dedicated 
to his oils, seventy-four of these works are vividly reproduced. At once colorful and 
sombre, sensual and spiritual, brooding and exuberant, Emil Nolde is an artist whose appeal 
is immediate but who invites longer contemplation. A book recommended to serious and in- 
formed art enthusiasts. (2/1. LC:59-8845) 
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